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RU-486. Part Two: Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade

Congratulations!

Changes in
Abortion Politics
by Jolaine Beal
The journey ofRU-486, also known as
Mifepristone, to the United States has been
highly politicized. Following its invention
in France 18 years ago, RU-486 came to
the U.S. in 1983 to undergo clinical trials.
However, its import was banned by the
FDA in 1989in response to pressures from
the Bush administration and pro-life members of Congress. A decade of battles over
the ban ensued between pro-life and prochoice groups. Meanwhile, pharmaceutical
companies steered clear of any involvement. Exelgyn, the Paris company that
makes the pill, refused to market RU-486 role in health care providers' preference for
in a country "where you kill people who the use of Mifepristone over surgical
do abortions." Now that RU-486 has ar- abortion.
rived, its impact onAmerican abortion may
live up to its intense political history.
As violence directed towards

.

Elena and Samora Pinderhughes are the proud children of Howard
Pinderhughes, PhD, one of three recipients of this year's MartinLuther
King, Jr.Award. This year's otherrecipients are MariaLopez from the
School of Pharmacy and Ara Tahmassian, PhD, Department of
Environmental Health and Safety.

clinics and physicians has
Exelgyn, the Paris company that escalated, the number abortion
of

Superstring Theory for Scientists and Non-Scientists

The Elegant Universe
Reviewed by Sarah E. Craven
Imagine a universe where the faster you
run, the less you have aged when you stop,
where objects take all possible paths as they
move, and where there are 10 spatial dimensions that warp and tear. It sounds like a
universe from science fiction, but it is not.
Rather, this is how our very own universe
works according to current scientific theories; we are just too big and slow for them
to be part of our everyday experience. And

though present scientific knowledge falls
short of explaining everything, a unified
universal theory may now be within the
grasp of today's physicists. This unified
theory is called superstring theory and is the
subject of a new book by physicist Brian
Greene of Columbia University. Entitled The
Elegant Universe, this book invites scientists and non-scientists alike to explore
superstring theory and its remarkable potential for understanding the whole universe.

knot ofcontemporary theoretical physics"—
between the laws that govern the interactions
among the largest structures ofour universe,
described by Einstein's theory of general
relativity, and those that govern the very
smallest, described by quantum mechanics.
And because of its potential to explain nature from the immense cosmos to the tiny
electron, string theory has been pronounced
the unifying "Theory of Everything."

makes the pill, refused to market providers has decreased.
RU-486 in the United States, a
The issue ofprivacy has historically been
country "where you kill people
the pro-lifers' antagonist. It was on the bawho do abortions."
Last week's Synapse article mentioned
that RU-486 can take abortion out of the
abortion clinicand into the regular doctor's
office, affording patients protection from
harassment by pro-life groups. Pro-life protesters can no longer easilyrecognize where
abortions take place, who performs them,
or who requests them. Such anonymity
means safety and privacy for physicians as
well as for patients. Therefore, not only
will more physicians be qualified to utilize
this type ofabortion, since special training
is not required, but more may be willing to
do so.
As violence directed towards clinics and
physicians has escalated, the number of
abortion providers has decreased. In a 1998
Kaiser Permanente poll of family
practitioners, only 3% had performed
surgical abortions. Ofall physicians polled,
45% said they were "very" or "somewhat"
likely to use Mifepristone. Other polls show
similar results. Increased privacy and the
accompanying decreased risk of attack by
anti-abortion groupsprobably play a major

sis ofpersonal privacy that abortion was legalized in the United States. However, the
privacy brought by RU-486 has mixed implications. With RU-486, abortion is no
longer a procedure performedon the woman;
rather, it is a procedure a woman performs
on herself following a doctor's visit. Prochoice groups feel this puts abortion back
into the personal realm where it belongs.
However, pro-life groups believe that when
a woman is the acting agent ofher abortion,
she will no longer be able to transfer responsibility to the physician or separate herself
from her actions. Therefore, according to
pro-lifers, undergoing a slow abortion in the
privacy ofher own home may be traumatizing to a woman.
Along withmore privacy, the abortion pill
may offer greater social acceptance ofabortion, since it allows for abortion earlier than
surgical abortion. Generally, the younger the
fetus, the more socially acceptable the abortion. Perhaps this is another reason why
health care providers are more willing to use
the abortion pill than surgical abortion. According to a 1998 New York Times/CBS
continued on page 5
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explaining everything, a unified
Anti-Gay Literature
universal theory may now be
explanatory
power,
For
all
its
within the grasp of today's
though, string theory has yet to be Distributed on Campus
physicists.
experimentally confirmed. .
Superstring theory, or simply string
theory as it is more commonly known, has
been called the most ambitious theory ever
proposed. The fundamental tenet of string
theory is that the smallest constituents that
make up our universe, such as electrons and
quarks, are not point-particles with no further internal substructure as described in the
standard model. Rather, these particles are
composed oftiny vibrating one-dimensional
loops, or strings, that resemble infinitely thin
rubber bands (see figure on page 4). This
difference may seem subtle and add unnecessary complexity, but it has amazing consequences. Ilrepairs the nearly century-long
rift—what Greene calls the "central Gordian

In recent months, students and staff

To comprehend string theory, it is first

necessary to understand the theories and
conflicts that came before. Therefore, Greene
begins TheElegant Universe with an important and fascinating history lesson. He presents the reader with the theories, including Einstein's theory of special
relativity, which culminated in the
theory of general relativity, and how
these theories changed our ideas about
the nature of space and time. Greene also
discusses the bizarre microscopic
properties of the universe, such as particle-wave duality and the uncertainty
continued on page 4

have reported finding anti-gay literature
on the corkboards in the Medical Sciences
Building. The same literature has been
found inserted into issues of Synapse as
well.
The literature, in the form of an
"Association ofChristian Schools International (ACSI) Legislative Alert" and
a photocopied article from Christian
American ("San Francisco 'Gay' Agenda
Confronts Nation," March, 1997), has
been brought to the Synapse office in recent weeks by Medical Sciences staff.
Others have reportedly just taken the literature off ofthe bulletin boards and disposed of it in the trash.

Claiming that "The Homosexual Agenda

Is Back!" the ACSI Legislative Alert suggests
that legislation in Sacramento represents a
"cultural take-over by the homosexual com-

munity," which "oppose family values and
marriage between one man and one woman."
A web search for ACSI-affiliated churches
shows three San Francisco churches associated with ACSI, although there is no proof
that the anti-gay literature found on campus
originated from those churches.
Synapse asks that if anyone on campus discovers this kind ofliterature inserted into any
issue of Synapse or tacked to campus
corkboards, please bring it to Synapse attention. We will continue to stay on this story.

'
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Announcements

A list of interesting talks

Grand Rounds & Seminars

Financial Aid Announcements

Upcoming 2000-2001 financial aid deadlines (Option B applicants only): Feb. 1 to
submit the renewal FAFS A form to the government processor and turn in the UCSF financial aid application to Student Financial Services. Estimated figures can be used on the
FAFS A form. 1999 federal tax returns are to be turned in no later than Feb. 15 to Student
Financial Services. (A 1040-PC is not acceptable!) Option B students who are applying
for the first time or who are applying for certain Health & Human Services funds in 2000-2001 must submit a complete copy of parental information by Mar. 17. If you have questions about financial aid, please contact the Student Financial Services Office at MU 201
(476-4181). Drop-in advisers are usually available for brief (five-minute) questions. If
you need more time, please schedule an appointment.
Office of Admissions and Registrar On line Study List Filing Ends Jan. 21!
Last day to register for Winter quarter 2000 was Jan. 4. If you missed this deadline, or
plan to withdraw from the quarter, contact the Registrar's Office immediately. On-line
study list filing ends Jan. 21.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Week Events Continue!
"Reflections on Poverty and Race in American Society," Thursday, Jan. 20, from noon
to 1 p.m. in Cole Hall, with speaker Harold Freeman, MD, and opening remarks by Chancellor Michael Bishop.
"All of Us: Beyond Race and Gender," Friday, Jan. 21, from noon to I p.m. in Cole
Call. "All of Us" is a unique 30-minutc comedy/drama which serves as a powerful tool to
spark discussion about diversity. After the play, there will be an audience discussion.
Career & Research Day Abstract Deadline Extended to TODAY, Jan. 20!
The Graduate Students' Association (GSA) invites you to the 15th Annual Career &
Research Day on Feb. 3. Submit an abstract for the poster session! All students whose
abstracts are accepted will receive a $50 award and lunch, and will be entered in the raffle
for a Millberry Union Bookstore $50 gift certificate. Plus, you get to show your hard work
to peers and the campus community. Abstract deadline is now extended to Jan. 20. For
more info, contact 476-2233, gsa@itsa.ucsf.edu, or visit saawww.ucsf.edu/relations/groups/
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UCSF Amnesty International Meeting TODAY!
The next meeting of Amnesty International at UCSF is to be held on Thursday, Jan. 20,
from noon to 1 p.m. in S-172. The meeting will include a showing of the video "Raise The
Roof." All UCSF faculty, students, and staff are invited. For questions, please contact

David at 566-8406.

Thursday

1/20

Department of Pediatrics

HSW-300, 8-9 a.m.

"The Adoption Triad"
Joseph Davis, MD, CharlesDrew Medical Center,
East Palo Alto; Arlyss Anderson, PhD Candidate;
Susan Love, MA; and Nancy Verrier, MA
DGIM Primary Care Grand Rounds
A-455,8-9 a.m.
"Syringe Exchange Programs"
Sara Swenson, MD
Department of Ophthalmology

9:15-10 a.m.
"New Diagnostic Modalities in Glaucoma"
S-214,

Robert Stamper, MD

Department of Medicine

N-225,12-1 p.m.
"Hypoglycemia: The Brain-Diabetes Connection"
Robert S. Sherwin, MD, Yale University School
of Medicine
Linking Physics and Chemistry toBiology Seminar

HSW-302,12 noon
"Comparative Protein Structure Modeling in

Genomics"

Dr. Andrej Sali, Rockefeller University

Neuroscience Seminar
HSW-301,4p.m.
"Olfaction in Drosophila"
Dr. John R. Carlson, Yale University

Friday

1/21

Grand Rounds
LPPI-190,10:30 a.m.-12 noon
"Roots of Juvenile Delinquency: A Russian
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry

Help Plan Daughters at Work Day at UCSF
Get involved this year by planning a program for 10 kids for an hour and a half, or plan
a booth, or justbe a volunteer! The day to remember is Thursday, April 27. For more info,
contact Katherinc Riordan, Public Affairs, 476-0729 or kriordan@pubaff.ucsf.edu.

Chamber"
Dr. Harry Noller, UC Santa Cruz
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine Grand

Rounds
N-217, 5 p.m.
"Chagas Disease from Darwin to Drugs"
Jim McKerrow, MD, PhD

Wednesday 1/26
Department of Orthopedic Surgery
N-217, 7 a.m.

"Reconstruction Following Resection of Pelvic
Tumors"
Robert Satcher, MD, and JamesO. Johnston, MD

Department of Surgery
Toland Hall, 7-8 a.m.
"Laparoscopic Exploration of the Common Bile
Duct"
R. W. Motson, MS, FRCS, Association of
Endoscopic Surgeons of GreatBritain and Ireland,
Essex, United Kingdom
Endocrine Grand Rounds
LPPI-190, 8:30 a.m.
"Genetic, Metabolic and Dietary Effects on LDL
Subclasses"
Ronald Krauss, MD, UC Berkeley
Brown Bag Lecture
HSW-300, 12:10-1 p.m.
"Ethical Values in Health Care:Lessons from the
NaziPeriod"
Michael J. Franzblau, MD

Experience"

Seminars in Biomedical Sciences
HSW-300, 4 p.m.
"Genetic Analysis of Infectious Disease
Susceptibility"
William Dietrich, PhD, Harvard Medical School

Monday 1/24
Department of Otolaryngology

Department of Psychiatry
Langley Porter Auditorium, 4-5 p.m.

Vladislav Rushan, MD, Arkhangelsk State Medical
Academy, Russia

8-9 a.m.
"Polymorphous Low-Grade Adenocarcinoma and
Other Minor Salivary Gland Tumors"
Joe Regezi, MD
S-214,

Second Annual Women's Leadership Symposium
The Center for Gender Equity at the University of California, San Francisco will present
its Second Annual Women's Conference, "Women Leaders: A Symposium for Women in
University Settings," Mar. 9 and 10,2000 at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, 1101 Van Ness Aye.
at Geary Boulevard. The two-day event includes a wide variety ofworkshops, speakers,
and networking events, as well as a Thursday evening reception honoring women in history. Registration is required. Cost is $200 through Jan. 14, $250 through Mar. 3, and $300
on site. Additional information on registration and the symposium is available on-line at
http://www.ucsf.edu/cge or by contacting Michelle Whitish at 415-476-5222.

Tuesday 1/25
Department of Biochemistry & Biophysics
HSW-301,4p.m.
"Functional Complexes of the Ribosome at 7.8 A
Resolution: First Glimpses into the Sealed

Department of Otolaryngology

S-214, 9-10 a.m.
"The Role ofAntioxidants in Gentamicin-lnduced
Hair Cell Injury in Avian Model"
Kris Rosbe, MD
Psychiatry Faculty Candidate Seminar

LPPI-190,1 p.m.
"From Motion to Emotion: Studies in Visual
Neuroscience"
C. Daniel Salzman, MD, PhD, Stanford University
Medical Center

"Substance Abuse Treatment: A National
Perspective"
H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH, CAS, FASAM,
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Department of Neurology

N-217,5-6 p.m.
"Neurogenesis and Epilepsy: Potential Clues for
Brain Repair"
Jack Parent, MD
Department of Urology

M-464, 5-6 p.m.
"Urinary Incontinence"
Emit A. Tanagho, MD

Department of Urology

M-464,6-7 p.m.

"Urogenital Development I"

GeraldCunha, PhD

Health & Science Update

SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT
Visions ofthe Future: Trends in the World of Science
Graduate Students' Association 1 5* Annual Career and Research Day
February 3, 2000,2 p.m. to 3 p.m., Millberry Union Conference Center

With Featured Workshops and Speakers!

Topic of This Spotlight: "Accessing The New Biology"

Come hear a discussion ofthe drivingforces behind the development ofnew approaches
in bioinfornialics, its impact on biological and medicalresearch, and some thoughts on
bioinformalks trainingfor graduate students and post-docs.
Speakers: Patricia Babbitt, PhD, Assistant Professor, DepLs. of Biopharmaceutical Chemistry
and Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Medical Information Sciences Graduate Group, UCSF;
Teri E. Klein, Associate Adjunct Professor, Pharmaceutical Chemistry, UCSF.

The Student Activity Center Presents
The UCSF STUDENT ENRICHMENT SERIES

"Presentation Skills Training: Advanced Learning Skills"'
Wednesday January 26, 2000, Noon, Room N-225
Public speaking can be learned and this workshop will help you improve your
voice, overcome your fear, and enhance your presentation. "She'll get you past
sheer terror to unexpected confidence is quite a recommendation. Our
presenter's, audiences marvel at the professional and personal confidence she
inspires. You might never captivate your audience but with this training, you
will be a better technical presenter.
Presenter: Jenni Prislc, Speech Coach and Trainer
Cosponsored by ASUC GSA, NSC

®The

UCSFEnrichment Seriet it tuJentfee-junjed'mice JeiigneJu
impmt the avality aflijr & optimize the pnfnianalpah cfmdena.
For more information, contact Maureen Conway, 502-2442, mconwayewrmail.uc_f.edu

*

By Dan Paskowitz

•

Canadian researchers have found that

certain genetic markers can help predict
clinical outcomes in patients withcolorectal
cancer. They focused on a kind of DNA abnormality known as "microsatellite instability." This condition involves acquired (not
inherited) variations in the length ofrepetitive DNA sequences,
such as
CACACACACA. Microsatellite instability
is thought to result from mutations in genes
whose protein products are responsible for
repairing "errors" in DNA that arise during
replication or from othercauses.
Cancer researchers have long been interested in heritable cancer syndromes, in which
susceptibility to specific types of cancer is
passed down through families. The most
common of these syndromes to affect the
colon is called heritable non-polyposis
colorectal cancer (HNPCC). Scientists
searching for clues to the genetic origins of
cancer have found that over 90% ofpatients
with HNPCC have microsatellite instability.
On the other hand, recent reports have shown
that microsatellite instability is also present
in many cases ofcolon cancer that arise sporadically, rather than from heritable syndromes. Therefore, mutations in DNArepair
genes, causing microsatellite instability and
other changes in DNA, can lead to cancer in
both inherited and sporadic cases.

A paper in the January 13 issue of the
New England Journal of Medicine studied
607 patients who had been diagnosed wilh
colon cancer at a relatively young age (less
than 50 years old). They found that those
tumors with microsatellite instability were
associated with a favorable prognosis, independently of all other factors (such as tumor size). Surprisingly, tumors with
microsatellite instability are known to commonly exhibitfeatures generally associated
with a worse prognosis, such as a tendency
to deeply invade surrounding tissue. In the
present study, even tumors with deep invasion had a better prognosis if microsatellite
instability was present. Such tumors might
be more susceptible to apoptosis, to chemotherapy, or to antitumor immune responses,
but the researchers did not specifically address these questions. The answers are likely
to shed new light on how tumors arise, and
on how they can be controlled.
•An exciting study published in the January issue ofNature Neuroscience has shown
that people who speak different languages
may use different parts ofthe brain to read.
British and Italian scientists made use of a
major difference between their two languages. Italian words exhibit very consistent pronunciation; the spelling of a word
gives its pronunciation in practically all
continued on page 5
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My Kingdom for A Paper Towel

Synapse Needs Writers
Synapse, your student weekly, needs writers of all sorts of stories—medical, health, science, travel, theater, film, book reviews, even opinionpieces. No experience necessary! Come write
about something you've always wanted to talk about. Or take a
photo for us. And we'll pay you, too!
Come to our editorial lunch on Thursdays at noon in Millberry
Union 123.West. We'd love to meet you. See you then.

Visit the Synapse Website
www.ucsf.edu/synapse
Synapse has a new URL for its website. Please make a note of it. Also, did you
know that the Synapse website has an "Information Center" with an ever-growing list of interesting and relevant UCSF and Bay Area links? Take a look if you
didn't know. The "Information Center" link is located on the lower left-hand
side of the Synapse homepage.
You can find San Francisco and Bay Area entertainment and travel information, as well as science-, medical-, and health-related links. (If you happen to
come upon a link which no longer works, please let us know at
synapse@itsa.ucsf.edu.) And if you have a link which you think would be perfect for this list, please let us know that as well! This list has been compiled for
your needs and interests and we think that it is particularly unique. Have fun!

synapse
Millberry Union 123W • University of California, San Francisco
415/476-2211 • Fax 502-4537 • synapse@itsa.ucsf.edu
Editor-in-Chief: Cynthia Williams

Associate Editor: Maha Qoleslaneh
Features Editor: Jane Kirn
Science: Dan Paskowitz
Arts: Moiraine Wong
Food: QueeLlm Ch'ng
On-line Editor: MaiTran
Managing Editor: John Graham
Contributors: Suzanne Rafidi, Eric Chow, Sumana
Jothl, Alison Huang, Ann Hwang, Sharan Khatra, Jae
Kirn, Maya Ponte, Roy Kwak, Herprit Mahal, Kris
Stick, Nicolerte Roemer. Mellnda Burnett, Vivian V.
Valentin, Althaea Yronwode, Patrick C. Chang, Dave
Blumgart, Victoria Carlton, Arthur Cheung, Amy
Poon, Sarah Craven

Synapse is a student-run weekly wilh offices in Millberry
Union 123W. The paper appears on Thursdays during
the academic year and monthly during Ihe summer. All
UCSF students are invited to contribute; our pages are
also open to faculty and staff members. Announcements
and letters should be submitted six days before
publication; mail lo Box 0376, UQSF, San Francisco, CA
94143, or e-mail to synapse@ltsa.ucsf.edu.
All material submitted is subject to editing.
Subscriptions cost $20 per year ($4O outside the U.S).
Synapse seeks to serve as a forum for Ihe campus
community. Articles and columns represent the views of
the authors and not necessarily those of the Board of
Publications or Ihe University of California. The
appearance of advertisements in these pages does not
Imply endorsement of any claims made therein.

Paper Towels vs. Hot Air
All right. Last week it was the automated
flushing toilets, whichreally made no sense
to me. And they still make no sense to me—
unless they flush only once, on their own,
and at the end of a session. Until I get a
proper explanation as to why they flush five
times a session, I will continue to be anAre you listening? I'm
noyed by them.
waiting for your answer.
This week, I feel I need to point out the
lack of paper towels in the Millberi*y Union
men's bathroom. (I'm told the women, fortunately, have the option between hot air or
paper towels.) Why are there no paper towels? I'll venture a guess: They either cost
too much to maintain on a daily basis (costeffectiveness, while taking a bit of honest
elbow grease to compile, is always the easy
fallback for cultural rcductionism), or the
other reason might be that the hoipolloi using the facilities would make a mess if given
that very adult responsibility ofusing a paper towel after going to the bathroom.
Again, I'm waiting for a good answer to

.

.

But I guess not, because there are no
paper towels in the men's room. Like the
smart monkey I once was—using a stick
to get those ants out oftheanthill —I manage to find some tool resembling a paper
towel to use as such. Those of you who do
this will know exactly what I'm talking
about. You make a grab for our old friend
from last week's article: the toilet seat tissue.
Known to the ancient Romans as
gasketus gluteus maximus, this refined
piece of paper is as good as a paper towel
when there is no paper towel around. It
may not be as absorbent, but it will do in a
jam. Whether its use is more or less costeffective than the paper towel is for the
bean counters to worry about. And how
would one measure a serving of toilet tissues versus hand towels?

Known to the ancient Romans as
gasketus gluteus maximus, this
this conundrum.
refined piece ofpaper is as good
as a paper towel when there is
To get out the door of the no paper towel around.
bathroom, I have to touch the
A gasketus gluteus maximus is meadoor handle . . . and the door
sured by the sturdy handful when used as
handle is the point ofinfection... a hand towel, while it is measured one at
I'm not the point of infection!
a time when used as a toilet seat liner.

.

Here's why I want a paper towel during
my bathroom ritual: Even if I wash my
hands faithfully each and every time (which
I do), and use that noisy hot air machine to
dry my hands, I still have to get out the door
of the bathroom. To get out the door of the
bathroom, I have to touch the door handle.
Not to sound too much like Howard Hughes
here—which might be too late, I admit
but the door handle is where
are.
infection;
not
of
the
door
point
the
I'm
handle is the point of infection. And the
point of washing one's hands is to avoid
passing germs. If I had a paper towel, I could
use it to open the doorand my hands would
still be clean. How about that!

—

When a hand towel is used, it's generally
served in lots ofone to three. We all know
that. As for using a hand towel as a toilet
seat liner, well, let's just say I have been
fortunate enough not to have to do that.
An way, I hope I've made a point rather
than a nuisance of myself. In this time
known as the Flu And Cold Season, on a
health sciences campus, I just thought I'd
make an observation about hygiene: I
don't catch the flu or a cold from myself.
I catch it from other people. If I could have
just a couple of paper towels during my
visit to the men'sroom, I might be able to
avoid getting sick. And then I might avoid
getting someone else sick. Think how
much money that might save.
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Superstring Theory

from page 1

principle, described by quantum theory.
Then the prevailing antagonism between
these two theories is set up, and the reader
is primed for the resolution offered by siring
theory.

..

The author provides the reader
with an extensive andfascinating
journey through the known and
unknown nature of our universe
This includes those readers
without a strong background in
mathematics and physics.
Greene next goes through the essentials
of string theory and, as promised, how it
solves the discord between general relativity and quantum theory through strings. But
string theory goes far beyond this conflict,
and Greene goes on to discuss how string
are
theory potentially describes much about our
Matter, such as an apple, is composed of atoms, which in turn are made upof quarks and electrons. According to string theory, all such particles
universe including supersymmetry, addistring.
actually tiny loops of vibrating
tional spatial dimensions, black holes, and
even the origins of the universe. But for all
the head and to reinforce the bigger picture.
In writing The Elegant Universe, Greene where the more naive reader may feel
its explanatory power, string theory has yet
given the nature of the topic, in which
And
espedown
the
This
is
details.
in
has attempted to make cutting-edge research bogged
10 be experimentally confirmed. He dismuch
is unintuitive and best explained in
in
research
cially true when he describes
cusses the reasons for this and the hopes for on string theory accessible to a broad specrather than words, the book's faults
equations
Here
was
involved.
the
personally
future verification. And though Greene's trum of readers. This includes those readers which he
to its overall comprehenpale
comparison
in
stumbles,
and
the
reader
belief in the validity ofstring theory is deeper without a strong background in mathematics flow of the book
the reader with an
Greene
sibility.
provides
is
minutiae
of
a
string
inundated with the
than its simply being the best game in town, and physics. To accomplish this, complex
through the
extensive
and
fascinating
journey
are
there
he is perfectly aware that string theorists like mathematical equations are replaced entirely theorist's life. In sharp contrast,
our
universe,
and
unknown
nature
of
known
over,
the
seem
glossed
details
him "are taking a risk; that a lifetime of ef- with clever and revealing analogies, meta- times when
weird,
an
and
extremely
complex,
and
what
over
jumps
fort might result in an inconclusive out- phors, and pictures. However, his writing is and the reader is left puzzling
it
is.
wonderful
place
to
clear
quite dense, and there arc several sections in logic. But the summaries help
come."
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Balboa Dental Care
| UCSF Vision Correction Center surgeons are ranked among the
I nation's best*, and provide personalized treatment and follow-up care
I using the most advanced surgical techniques, Including LASIK, PRK,
I and Intacs™. Courtesy rates are available for faculty,
I staff and students of the University of California,
'V^^^^^^iI San Francisco.
;
7^/^'iPlllE^
| Call (415)476-2561 today for a free brochure, or
j
I to reserve a place at an upcoming seminar.

Exam, Necessary X-Rays and

Teeth Cleaning for only $4900 (reg. $185)
Teeth Whitening Special for $ 189.00(reg. $400)
• Most insurance (including Delta Dental) accepted
• Student discounts (30% off .my restorative treatment)

• Saturday appointments, open Wednesday and
Thursday until 9 p.m.

Douglas Lee, DDS
3544 Balboa St. at 37th Aye.

(415) 387-8810
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RU-486

from page I

no

longera procedure performed on
the woman; rather, it is a
procedure a woman performs on

Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
Jan. 20, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., HSW 300
The structure of Mifepristone.

Roe v. Wade was a historic decision by the U.S. Supreme Court that
made abortion legal in the United States. To celebrate this landmark in
women's health care, Planned Parenthood, in conjunction with the
UCSF chapter of Medical Students For Choice, is hosting a cocktail
party. The speaker for the evening will be Dr. Susan Pathama of the

woman's right to choose abortion and may
ultimately do little to prevent violence
against women.

herself.
This brings us to the underlying issue of
the abortion debate: the question of when a
fetus becomes a person, or in the context of
abortion law, when fetal rights may gain
precedence overa woman's rights. RU-486
appears to stabilize the right to choose by
increasing abortion access and acceptability. However, the U.S. remains undecided
about fetal rights, creating an unstable environment ofconflict over maternal and fetal rights. For example, last September, the
House of Representatives passed the "Unborn Victims of Violence Act," HR 2436,
which was presented as an anti-crime bill
aimed at preventing violence against
women. HR 2436 would make any harm to
a human at any stage ofdevelopment in the
womb a separate criminal offense, thereby
elevating the embryo or fetus to the legal
standing of a person with rights equal to
those of the mother. Strongly supported by
pro-life politicians, HR 2436 jeopardizes a

5

Upcoming Event
TONIGHT!

News poll, 61% ofAmericans approve of
legal abortion in thefirst trimester, but only
15%in the second trimester, and 7% in the
third. Abortion may be perceived as more
ethical if it can happen as early as a woman
knows she is pregnant, before the embryo
can be recognized as a developing human.

With RU-486, abortion is

2000

The U.S. remains undecided
about fetal rights, creating an
unstable environment ofconflict
over maternal andfetal rights.
The conflict between maternal and fetal
rights has come to the courts in other ways.
Last year, U.S. courts saw several cases in
which pregnant women were prosecuted for
behavior which proved harmful to their
pregnancy. Some women were charged with
murder when their substance abuse proved
harmful to their pregnancy's outcome. At a
public health clinic in South Carolina,
pregnant women's urine was tested without
their consent for evidence of cocaine. Last
month, in response to this case, the Center
for Reproductive Law and Policy brought
before the U.S. Supreme Court the question
of whether a pregnant woman has fewer
constitutional rights than otherAmericans

National Abortion Federation.
and, therefore, can be searched for evidence
ofa crime at her physician's office. As more
is learned about the impact of maternal
behavior on pregnancy and the details of
human development, the question of
maternal versus fetal rights may continue to
gain importance. Now that RU-486 is
available to American women, the pro-life

movement may find that their efforts are
best spent establishing the fetus as a person.
With fetal rights in the Constitution, the
future of RU-486 and other forms of
abortion may be limited. Today, 27 years
after Roe v. Wade, the battle over abortion
rights in the U.S. continues.

Health & Science

from page 2

cases. English, on the other hand, has many

forms of language processing that take

inconsistencies in pronunciation—consider
the classic example of words that end in
"ough," as with "cough," "tough," "dough,"
and "bough." The reader of English cannot
rely merely on the spelling of a word in order to pronounce it. Special rules of pronunciation and uniquely pronounced words
must be memorized and accessed during
reading. Although no one knows how these
processes work, the authors of the recent
study reasoned that Britons and Italians

longer. However, the English and the Italians needed the same amount of time to
name a pictured object, indicating that the
English subjects were not simply slower to
speak in general. Next, the researchers used
an imaging technique to visualize the parts
ofthe brain that were activated during reading tasks. Three areas of the cerebral cortex
were activated differentially between the
two sets of subjects, with Italians making
greater use of the left superior temporal region, and the British using the left frontal
and posterior inferior temporal regions. Of
course, this study leaves many questions
unanswered about the kinds of processes
being carried out by the brain. However, it
shows that differences between human
tongues can be exploited to learn how the

might need to use different parts of their
brains to carry them out.
Subjects from both countries were pre-

sented with both real and invented words

_f
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(such as "pint" and "fint," respectively).
English subjects took longer than Italians

each word, especially when
the words were invented ones. This suggests
that reading English may require different
to begin reading
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Specialty Foods, Coffee/ or Desserts

IN YOUR

NEIGHBORHOOD
205 Hugo St Ar TKIiJ Aye.
San Franctoeov CA

9+l2£

Tel (415) 665-1280
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Fiction
Straight on 'Til Morning
LETTER FOUR
ByAHC

England, March 13. 1942
With a strong salute (and a very serious looking wide-eyedface), JohnNemo
stood at the tent's opening listening to the lieutenant's final words, before walking into the center ofa group of curious young soldiers.
"Russell, come with me, " Nemo said. "This is what you Vt*heen waitingfor.
Assemble ten ofyour best swimmers. We 're crossing the channel at sundown. "
"What maneuvers are we running now? "
"No—this is the real thing— we 're asked to knock out the Grumman air stations in Northern France. "
Russell was speechless butfor a second, and then a thick smile quicklycrossed
his face.

•

March 13, 1942

My Dear Natalie,
We have made our way into Wales from Dublin since the last time I wrote to
you. Dinner is being prepared as is the day, for something I will meet tomorrow.
I feel we're preparing for a fictitious enemy sometimes, told to us by the officers
who won't be fighting in this great war, but fought in the last—and an enemy

made so villainous by the accounted atrocities and vilified accordingly by the
numbers they laid to waste. In another place or time, we might have cheered for
the same sluggers at Yankee Stadium. If it could be so, if only now, and not
later.
I leave tonight my dear Natalie to carry out the moments of duty asked upon
me. And if it should take me in the process, I want you to know I'd endure it
another thousand times to be with you long enough to touch your face again
and to share one last moment with you.
Always,

John

.
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Office supplies, Computer Supplies, a variety
of films and more
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Visit our campus store at HSE, 3rd Floor
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• Private office consultations at UCSF
•• Specific and objective investment recommendations
• Expertise in UC retirement and benefit programs
707.762.1902

jkbeeson@home.com
www.acadfinancialplans.com
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Store hours: 9am- 4 pm

Proudly Serving Nitnan Ranch Meats

,

Beeson, CFP, MBA

.
Former UCSF Director ofFinancial Planning & Benefits

Competitive Pricing
Ledger Billing
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John K.

(At Carl)

MF
All Major Health Plan* Accepted

86 Carl Street (at Cole)

566-1274
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Monday thru Thursday, 11-10
Friday thru Saturday, 11-11
Sunday, 11-9
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•
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1.00 OFF j

One coupon per visit •$8 mm. purchase
Located at I Level in Millberry Union West Wing.
Open Monday thru Friday, 6:30 am -6 pm
Saturday 8 am-4:30 pm
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*
50-CLEAN

Expires 3/31/00
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MU Calendar

We Welcome, Welcome You
to Munchkin Land!

Empacti-Presents©

General info-415/476-2675

For Sale

Empact! Presents: New Website 2000
Empact! Presents gets rid of the oldand heralds
the new with a streamlined websitethat'll make
the most ardent techno-geek gawk in admiration.
Get updated information on upcoming special
events and super discounts. Marvel at Ihe userfriendly design and helpful links. To help kick
off this fabulous new site, the first 100people to
visit www.empact.ucsf.edu will receive a special New Year's gift. Don't be left out, check it
out!
UCSF Chancellor's Concert Series
Thursdays, Jan. 6-Mar. 9; 12-12:15p.m.: Seating; 12; 15-12:45 p.m.: Concert time; Cole Hall
Auditorium,FREE. No (aping. Beepers and cellular phones must be kept silent.
Jan. 20: No Concert.
Jan. 27: Robert Schwartz, piano; Debussy:
Reflets dansI'eau/MoUvement; Chopin: Prelude
in Db Major Op. 28/Ballade No. 4 in F minor
Op. 52.

We at Synapse could not help ourselves when we came upon this little Mighty Mo
parked at the top of Parnassus Aye., at the edge of campus. It's called a "Sparrow,
Ruler ofThe City Streets." Not a car, as our research found out, but "a personal
transit module." Run on electricity and with limited availability (there are only 300
made a year), the Sparrow can be had for about $13,900. Perhaps the future mode
of student transport?

Check out EmpactVs new website

www.empact.ucsf.edu

j&BS^fo.

for the latest on special events,

VMm

A jA

student discounts, movies of

11

Cole Hall Cinema
Jan. 6-Mar. 17. Thursday and Friday nights. Located in the Medical Sciences Building, 513
Parnassus Aye. $ 1 validated parking for patrons
parking in the UCSF parking garage. Upcoming
features include fight Club, American Beauty,
Bringing Out the Dead. Admission prices: $2-3.50. Tickets available at the door only. Box office opens approximately 1/2 hour before show
time. Call the Cinema Hotline at 476-6932 before coming to the cinema. Note: All films subject to change. Sponsored by Kozmo.com.

Outdoors Unlimited
General info-415/476-2078

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
Students Association (LGBTSA)
All interested students, staff, and faculty are invited to join in LGBTSA activities. To subscribe to the LGBTSA listserv, address an e-mail message to
LISTSERV@ITSSRVI .UCSF.EDU. Then, in the body of the message, type SUBSCRIBE LGBSA YOURFIRSTNAME YOURLASTNAME. On Fridays, the

LGBTSA sponsors an informal coffee hour, 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m., Hugo Street Cafe
(205 Hugo at Third). For more info, contact UCSF LGBT Resources Coordinator Shane Snowdon, 502-5593 or ssnowdon@genderequity.ucsf.edu.

Leadership, Service, Fun,
Opportunity, Democracy!
The Associated Students of UCSF

CANDIDATE ELECTION PACKETS AVAILABLE
MU 110, ASUC office
Elections for officers for the ASUC will be held Feb. 17 thru Mar. 2, 2000.
If you are interested in running for office, pick up a packet by Feb. 14, 2000.

Snowboard Clinic I-For Absolute Beginners!
Jan 25: Pre-trip (7-9 p.m.)/Jan 28-30: On the
Slopes. Cost: $77/96/105 (includes lodging and
instruction). For more info, call 502-2507.
Whitewater Raft GuideTraining
The training includes three consecutive weekends and five classroom sessions. This is handson, experiential training which teaches skills
needed to become an OU raft guide and for creating your own rafting adventures. Orientation;
Feb. 1,7:30p.m. Please come to this meeting to
learn more about theclinic. For questions on cost
and classroom dates or more information, please
call Atwood at 415-476-5244.
XCI Introduction to Cross-Country Skiing
Pre-trip: Jan. 18; Weekend: Jan. 22, 23. This
clinic (or one like it) is a prerequisite for more
advanced cross-country ski clinics available
later in the season. Rent your equipment from
OU. Receive 20% off rentals for clinics and
trips! For more information on this class,
please call 415-476-5244.
Wilderness First Aid, 20 Hours
Classroom: Jan. 18, 6-10 p.m.; Weekend: Jan.
22-23, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. For more information,
please call 415-476-5244.

Recreation & Fitness
Enrollment info call 415/476-1115

Winter Registration
Millbcrry Recreation & Fitness Centeroffers over
70 recreation classes this season, including aerobics, kickboxing, QiGong, cycling, yoga, drawing, andT'aiChi. Register today by fax, mail-in,
or in person. For moreinfo, call Millberry Recreation & Fitness Center at 476-1115.

Great Highway

Brunch 9-3
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PINE AND OAKBOOKSHELVES. Standard sizes
and custom, dressers, dinettes, desks, nightstands,
etc. STILL LIFE, 515 FREDERICK, 759-12.14.
Everyday 12-5.

Tutors Needed
ALL SUBJECTS, K-12, WORK ONE-ON-ONE
with kids, flexible schedule, experience preferred,
work some afternoons, evenings and even weekends,
we tutor around the Bay Area and will match you
with students based on your skillset, location and
specialties, at $20-$25 per hour, contact Stephanie
at 415.595.3730 Monday thru Friday, 4-5 p.m.
CHEMISTRY TUTOR NEEDED for San Mateo
dental hygiene applicant. Will pay. (650) 571-9119.

FREE GERMAN AND SPANISH conversation
groups. Call Avatar at 681-4624. No smokers.

For Rent
IDEAL for live/work space, retail/office/commercial. $1300/mo. 2132 Taraval (32nd Aye. cross).
Approx. 1000 sq. ft.(500 sq. ft is 1 bdrm w/bath).
Call (415) 665-4567.

Employment
DRIVERS. STUDENTS, ARTISTS, and musicians
welcome. Hy+pcrgrowth E-commerce Internet co.
needs your not-so-traditional skills for product delivery on bike, scooter, motorcycle, or auto. Positions also avail.For warehouse pickers/packers. Flex
hrs. and a fun environment. Fax resume to (415)
929-4950 or apply in person at 925 O'Farrcll St.,
SF 10 a.m.-sp.m. 7 days.
SEEKING NATIVE SPEAKERS of foreign languages with medical/pharmaceutical/biological expertise to assist in translation ofdocumentation. All
languages desired. Large and small projects.
Freelance basis. Fax/mail resume: Ml/, 541 Bth St.,
San Francisco, CA 94103. Fax: (415) 241-0504

Miscellaneous
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A HOUSEKEEPER/
Gardener w/ references and efficiency? Call (415)
330-0708.
THE SAN FRANCISCO BACH Choir is holding
auditions for experienced choral singers. Our season includes Handel,Tallis, Vivaldi. (415) 933-6562.
www.sfbach.org
ATTENTION! Own a computer? Put it to work!
$25-75 hr. PT/FT. 1-888-899-7536. www.work-from-

home.net/stylc
CARPOOL FROM PENINSULA to UCSF. Looking for carpool ridcr(s) from So. SF or San Bruno
to UCSF. Leave So. SF or San Bruno at 7:10 a.m.
and UCSF at 4:20 p.m. If interested, please call
Andrea at 476-2290.
Get results with a classified ad. Just25 centsper word.
Call 476-2211. Free for UCSFStudents.

Furniture, Clocks, Watches, Gifts
Our 38th year!
Come, browse, buy.

Antiques
In The Rough

1767 Waller at Stanyan
221-0194

Thursday thru Sunday
Shy?

Psychotherapy specializing In problems of social
dlscor.ifort, anxiety, self-esteem, childhood trauma,
relationship problems both career and personal.
Also problems of addiction, lie. No. MFC 3J788

-

Barbara Elbl mpa.ma.mft
944 Irving Street • San Francisco. CA 94122
415-681 1757
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1234 Great Highway
(at Lincoln)

Free parking for patrons,
Free shuttle to and from UCSF!

Welcome
•

415-731-6644 Fax 415-731-5309
Reservations: 1-800-624-6644

-marsvisuals.com
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The three-hour play concerns the life and
death of A.E. Housman, the English poet and
scholar of Latin, whodied in 1936. The piece
opens with Housman arriving at the River
Styx to be ferried off to the "other side." As
he waits for his boatman, he thinks back on
the possible successes and certain failures
of his life. Invention is essentially a dream
play and in that vein calls on all manner of
clever devices to discuss the past, the present,
and the future. Hence, the reference to the
time machine tense known as the future perfect ("an oxymoron!" the play proclaims to
much laughter).

Theater
Opening Night Last Friday

The Invention

ofLove at ACT
The American Premiere
Written by Tom Stoppard
Directed by Carey Perloff

Starring James Cromwell and

Jason Butler Harner

Reviewed by John Graham
If you care anything about theater, pokind,
etry, or justlanguage, of the un-plain
to
see
do what you can to get downtown
The
ACT*s production of Tom Stoppard's
Invention of Love. When so many people
spend their time going to amusement parks
and riding roller coasters, it is a sheer pleasure to know that someone like Stoppard and
the ACT are building the kind ofverbal roller
toaster a play like The Invention ofLove is.
Last Friday, 1 had the good fortune of
being invited not only to the opening night
of Stoppard's American premiere ofInvention, but a chance to attend the cast party
afterward. Yes, Mr. Stoppard was there, if
you could break through the throngs of the
starslruck to get to him. I did, and although
my moment in the sun was more like the
burst of a Hash bulb, I managed to shake his
hand and thank him for his hilarious reference to the future-perfect tense made during the piece. Yes. That's the kind of play
that it is. When you know that the humor is
as arcane as the punchlines based on the future-perfect tense, you know you are in store
for some heady stuff. But it's/w/i heady stuff.
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The beauty of Stoppard's text is
that although you grab hold and
ride its language like a poetic
rodeo bronc, keeping up with some
obscurities and letting others
simply pass by without a clue to
their meaning, the payoffs and
punchlines are very colloquial.
The basic story Of the play concerns
Housman's unrequited love for an Oxford
schoolmate, Moses Jackson. Who is "in the
closet" and "out of the closet" in chauvinist
Victorian England of XX) years ago is basic
Housman, of
to the tension of the story.
course, is in the closet while Oscar Wilde,
who attended Oxford at the same time as
Housman and his friends, is notoriously out
of the closet. Wilde, in fact, is out of this
world and, as usual, worth the price of admission alone. (Hats off to MarcoBarricelli,
who played Mr. Wilde.)The play also concerns itself with the most arcane of matters,
like whether Latin is better for poetry than
Greek.
The beauty of Stoppard's text is that although you grab hold and ride its language
like a poetic rodeo bronc, keeping up with

sbtu

as Farmer Hoggett in the movie
production of Tom Stoppard s
ACTs
Francisco
Housman in San
the
6 until Feb. 13.
The Invention ofLove. The play runs from Jan.

audiences
Actor James Cromwell, best known to American

bZ

some obscurities and letting others simply
pass by without a clue to their meaning, the
payoffs and punchlines are very colloquial.
It's like an English stage equivalent ofreading American novelist Thomas Pynchon's
work: hang in there and Stoppard will give
a difficult treatise on Catullus a locker room
punchline.
The staging and lighting cues are marvelous as well. There are a few cinematic
touches here and there, from a medium that

The 27th edition of Stedman's Medical
Dictionary reflects the thorough revision
and critical review by 44 medical consultants M
as well as by a team of skilled editors and
M
expert lexicographers.

M

$1499

Stedman's 27th contains
1,050 images, many of them in color
and new to the Stedman's Dictionary.

until feb. 14th!

Why settlefor stay-at-home computing
when you can get the iMac to go?
Offer good through February 14, 2000. Limit

to stock on

M

M
M

M
There are also 64 pages
full-color anatomy and
diagnostic medicine images,
as well as a 32-page quick-reference
anatomical atlas showcasing art from
adam.com.
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ISBN 0-683-40007-x

Hardbound

Readers will find Stedman's 27th more accessible, informative, and
comprehensive, the perfect guide for those who wish to speak and write
about health care more precisely.

Upgrade for $219.
Add a 64 MB Upgrade for $99 or a 128 MB A
$45 value!
Promo price includes free installation!

$1,890
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27th Edition

ißook Promo

Apple ißook • 64 MB Upgrade • lomega IOOMB USB
Hub
Epson 740icolor printer w/cable • Interex 4 Pott USB

most modern theaters seem to have to compete with anyway, why not make the most
ofit? The boats floating back and forth are
a real trick of the eye. Watch for the giant
bookshelves that pass effortlessly between
scenes. At the end of the play, actor
Cromwell's final words are bathed in a
watery light as he finally passes on into
the afterlife. When that moment comes,
you know that all evening you have been
treated to the Real Thing.

Stedman's
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Medical Dictionary W*
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Special ißook Promo!
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Order Your Copy Today!
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hand.
Medical Books & Software • Medical Instruments
UCSF Clothing • Gifts Greeting Cards • School Supplies
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED.
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