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Agent Orange
Still Deadly
After All These Years
In a New York Courtroom, Vietnamese Victims Seek
Reparations From U.S. Companies
By Tim Neagle

At left, Vietnamese await chemotherapy treatment. At right, children who are victims of Agent Orange receive help at a
school set up by U.S. veterans of the war.
The agonies of the Vietnam
War are still around, decades
after its end. In a New York
courtroom, one of the war's
most tragic legacies is currently being played out, as
a group of Vietnamese and
American plaintiffs sue more
than a dozen chemical companies. They claim the companies' product — Agent Oris playing havoc with
ange
their lives and the lives of their
descendants.
Agent Orange was one of
the herbicides sprayed by
U.S. armed forces on forests
in South Vietnam from the
early 1960s until the end of the
war. The purpose was to defoliate the trees to deny cover to
the communist forces. By the
time the spraying ended in the
mid-'7os, some 21 million gal-

—

lons of the lethal herbicide had
been sprayed.
Decades later, deformed
babies are still being born in
Vietnam. Veterans of the conflict
both Vietnamese and
American
suffer from a
of
diseases.
range
wide
From the Veterans Administration Web site:
"As knowledge has grown
from studies of Agent Orange,
some diseases that may not
have become evident in service have been recognized as
service-connected. Based on
clinical research, the following diseases are now on VA's
Agent Orange list: chloracne, Hodgkin's disease, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma, porphyria cutanea tarda, respiratory cancers
(lung, bronchus, larynx and

— —

trachea), soft-tissue sarcoma,
acute and subacute peripheral neuropathy, prostate cancer
and adult-onset diabetes.
"In addition, monetary benefits, health care and vocational rehabilitation services
are provided to Vietnam veterans' offspring with spina bifida, a congenital birth defect
of the spine. VA presumes
that all military personnel who
served in Vietnam and who
have one of the listed diseases were exposed to Agent Orange."
In 1984, chemical firms
settled with American veterans who had been exposed to Agent Orange, paying out $180 million. Despite
the large payout, the chemical firms have never acknowledged that dioxins the fam-

-

By Hamdan Almas

They Come
From Afar to
Study Here

I had no idea when I
arrived on the Parnassus
campus on September
4,2003, that over
1,500 students and
scholars represented the
international community at
UCSF.
I was dropped off at
the Medical Center with
two huge bags and looked

ily of dangerous chemicals in
caused any
Agent Orange
effects
plaguing
of the harmful
settlement,
Gls.
Under
the
the
291,000 veterans collected
benefits.
How harmful are dioxins?
From the World Health Organization Web site:
"Dioxins are environmental
"repeat offenders". They have
the dubious distinction of'belonging to "dirty dozen club"
a special group of dangerous chemicals known as
persistent organic pollutants.
Once dioxins have entered
the environment or body, they
are there to stay due to their
uncanny ability to dissolve in
fats

—
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Continued on Page 5

like a traveler rather than
a patient. However, this

international student
traveler was really worried
about sorting out his

housing and living in the
city. On that day, I decided
that the international
students should have an
organized student body
to help them settle in to
their new lives and grow
in their new academic

Discount
Muni Pass
For UCSF
Students

Be sure to take advantage
of the new Class Pass, a
discounted version of the
Muni Fast Pass, available
to UCSF students for $35, a
$10 saving from the normal
price.
The monthly pass gives
unlimited rides on Muni
transportation in the city,
with the exception that it
may not be used for BART
rides within San Francisco.
A UCSF student ID is
required to purchase the
Class Pass.
The passes will be
available for sale beginning
in the last week of
September at the following
locations: Bear Snacks
in the Millberry Union
Plaza on the Parnassus
campus, the Parking Office
on G-Level in Millberry
Union, the University
Shop in Genentech Hall at
Mission Bay, the Source
at Laurel Heights, and the
Transportation Office in
Mission Center Building.
Special plans are in the
works to sell the passes at
tables on campus as well.
Signs and posters will be
posted on campus with
more details.
The UCSF Class Pass is
the result of a collaborative
effort from representatives
of the Associated Students,
Graduate Students
Association, Parking &
Transportation, and the
Office of Student Life. The
agreement with Muni for
the Class Pass at the $35
rate is for one year.

environment.
This is one of the greatest
centers of health study in
the world and that is why
it draws international

students and scholars
from over 60 countries of
the world. A few of the
international students got
together with advisers from
the

Continued on Page 6
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UCSF announcements
FINANCIAL AID
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fall Check Disbursements:
Pharmacy 4 students can
pick up checks starting
9/24; dental 2-4, dental
postgrads and international
dental students cannot
receive fall checks until
October 1. If you have
indicated your intent to
register on the OAR website
and are not on registration
or financial aid check
hold, you may receive your
aid checks. The satellite
Account Office (MU, level
G, room 3) will be open on
9/24 and 10/1 from 12:30-4:
30 pm. Regular hours are
2:30-4:30 pm.
Financial Aid Information
Sessions: All students who
are receiving financial aid
at UCSF for the first time
must attend an information
session before aid checks
can be released. The
next information session
is scheduled for Tuesday,
October 5 at noon (and

every Tuesday thereafter),
inMU2OI. Call 476-4181
if you have questions or
concerns.

FULBRIGHT GRANTS
FOR STUDY ABROAD

The 2005-06 Fulbright
Assigned Financial Aid
Advisers: You are assigned U.S. Student Program
an adviser based on your
competition for study or
last name. While you
research abroad is now
may see any adviser on
open, with applications
a drop-in basis at your
due to the Office of
convenience, you are
International Academic
see
encouraged to
your
Programs by October 1,
2004. All professional
assigned adviser whenever
possible. You may schedule school and graduate
students, medical residents,
an appointment with your
and other doctors are
assigned adviser if his/her
drop-in schedule is not
eligible to apply for this
convenient.
one-year award to continue
training or gain practical
Please visit
clinical experience abroad.
our Web site (http:
Complete program and
application information
//saawww.ucsf.edu/
financial) to read about
may be obtained on-line at
important financial aid
www.iie.org/fulbright/us.
news. Our office is located For additional information,
please contact Dr. David
in Millberry Union, room
201W (415-476-4181) and Sanchez, Jr., UCSF
is open Monday-Thursday
Fulbright Program Adviser,
7 am to 6 pm, Friday 7 am
476-4351 or djsjr@itsa.ucsf
to 5 pm.
■edu...Materials
■«

events
EMPACT! PRESENTS
THE 16THANNUAL
STAFF & FACULTY ART
SHOW
Application available
on August 30th through
www.empact.ucsf.edu
Call 415-476-2675 to have
an order form faxed to you.
Application Fee: $10
Deadline for submission is
September 24th.
Showcase your artistic
talents at the 16th Annual
Staff & Faculty Art Show!
Spaces fill quickly, so do
not hesitate in turning
in your application. The
art show will take place
November Ist through
November sth. This
event is sponsored by the
Performing Arts Fund, and
the Visual Arts Club at
UCSF.

Services to International
Students and Scholars,
The International

Student Association, The
Postdoctoral Scholars
Association & The
Exchange cordially invite
you to our 2004 Welcome
Reception for UCSF s
International Community
Thursday, September 23
Millberry Union City
Lights and Golden Gate
Room
5:30- 7:30
Wine & Cheese
Mediterranean hors
doeuvres
Raffle Prizes
Musical Entertainment

Student Enrichment Series
Tuedays, noon-1, Toland
Hall
September 28
I Didn\ Know THAT
Survive in Style!
Is the soaring cost of school
starting to sink in? What
is a smart UCSF student
to do? Find great ways to
make your finances work.
Presenter: Laura Goodwin

—

The San Francisco
Vegetarian Society presents
its sth annual World
Vegetarian Day featuring
cooking demonstrations,
exhibits, speakers and
entertainment on Sunday,
September 26, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. at the
San Francisco County
Fair Building in Golden
Gate Park, 9lh Avenue
and Lincoln, next to the
Arboretum. Admission is a
suggested $5 donation; free
for children, students and
seniors.
When: Sunday, September
26, from 10a.m. to 6 p.m.
Who: John Robbins,
author: Diet for a New
America; Howard Lyman,
author: The Mad Cowboy;
Alan Goldhamer, author:
The Pleasure Trap; Lorri
Bauston, Farm Sanctuary;
Kenneth Williams, body
building champ.
For more information,
call 415.273.5481 or visit
www.sfvs.org

entertainment
The Chancellors Concert
Series
Thursdays, noon -12:45
Cole Hall, 513 Parnassus
Avenue. Admission is free.

September 23
Amy Hiraga, violin
Geraldine Walther, viola
Peter Wyrick, cello
Program TBA
r

September 30
Victor Romasevich, violin
and friends
Beethoven: Piano Trio Op.
No.l
Andriasov: Piano Trio Op.
7
Cole Hall Cinema
Admission Prices: $2.50-4
Located in the Medical
Sciences Bldg., 513
Parnassus Avenue
Tickets available at the door
only. Box office opens 1/2
hr. before show time. (One
discounted ticket per I.D.
only)
Open to the General Public!
Please call the cinema
hotline at 476-6932 before
coming. $1 Validated

Parking at UCSF Parking
Garage. Check our website
at www.empact.ucsf.edu for
more information
Shrek 2 PG
Thurs. Sept. 23 5:45 p.m. &
7:30 p.m.
Fri.
Sept. 24
6 p.m. & 7:45 p.m.

Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind R
Thurs. Sept. 30 6:30 p.m. &
8:30 p.m.
Oct. 1 6:30 p.m. &
Fri.
8:30 p.m.

Visual Arts Club
Friday, Oct. 1, noon-1, 5163
First Friday Art Videos:
A video on Max Ernst
This event is FREE.
Take a break from your
busy day and enjoy this
FREE video screening
on surrealist Max Ernst.
This presentation is made
possible by the Performing
Arts Fund and the Visual
Arts Club at UCSF.

classified
CAR FOR SALE
1991 Volvo 740 for sale.

$2,900

excellent condition. Safe
and reliable.
Contact:
redvolvn4sa|e@yahnn com.

the city s best
nightlife. Everyone can and
should learn to
dance - Give it a try today!

http//www.DanceSKcom

DENTAL PLAN
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL

PLAN
DANCE CLASSES

(includes cosmetic) $69.00
per year.

SalsaCrazy.Com!

SAVE 30 60%
Call 1 800 655 3225 or
www.sttidp.ntdental.com or
www.gnldp.nwfMdf" fal com

Learn to Salsa Dance with
Four Week Progressive Series for
Everyone.
No Partner and No Experience

Necessary.
Online Information and

Registration at

http://wwwlPancp.SF,r rmi

Fun, social classes that will get
you dancing
quickly and easily. Studio is
located right in
the Richmond, 18,h Avenue &

Geary. Learn

to Salsa Dance and experience

-

- - -

EMPLOYMENT
GET PAID FOR YOUR
OPINION!
Earn $15 $125 and more
per survey!
www.paidnnl i npsi irvevs.C

-
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opinion

Why Can't We Park in the Park?
Gardens.
Fair enough, I guess, except
for one nagging little detail: the
museums in the park are currently
We are well into life without
closed while they are re-built to
all-day parking in Golden Gate
meet modern seismic standards and
Park, and it has to be said: this is
they will remain so for some time.
ridiculous.
So there are no tourists visiting that
Currently, we have the spectacle
part of the park, and hundreds of
of acres of empty parking spaces
perfectly good parking spots sit
in the park, curbs standing naked
empty.
to the sun, while UCSF commuters
Even when the museums re-open,
either race outto move their cars
the current draconian setup is not
every few hours or make the Long
really needed. On Martin Luther
March up to Parnassus Heights
King Drive, which runs from
from deep in the park, where the
Lincoln Blvd. past the baseball
parking limits do not apply.
fields and down to 9lh Avenue,
The reason given for "getting
commuters out of the park," a battle hundreds of parking places formerly
filled by UCSFers sit largely empty.
cry frequently heard before the
parking-limit terror began last year, They will continue to sit empty
even after the museums open up,
was that we were keeping tourists
because there is nothing in that part
from being able to park when
of the park that attracts tourists and
they visited the big attractions, the
their cars anyway.
museums and the Japanese Tea

By Tim Neagle

Now, don t think that we are just
here to complain and don t have a
solution to offer, one that will ease

parking for UCSFers and help the
City raise a little money.
How about selling monthly
parking permits for the stretch
of Martin Luther King Drive
mentioned above? They would be
limited in number of course, but
a vast improvement on what we
have now. And the City could rake
in some much-needed revenue, far
more than it currently collects by
slapping parking tickets on the cars
of poor souls who could not sprint
down the hill from UCSF quite in
time to move the car.
And secondly, how about covering
lh
up the parking limit signs along 9
Avenue from the entrance to the
park to the roads leading into the
Music Concourse until the DeYoung
Museum re-opens? How about

ditto with Middle Drive East until
the Museum of Natural History reopens?
Will any of this happen? Not
unless a sufficient stink is raised.
Let the mayor hear from you the
parking place you save may be your
own:

-

Mayor Gavin Newsom
City Hall, Room 200
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Telephone: (415) 554-6141
TDD: (415) 252-3107
Fax: (415) 554-6160
Email: gavin.newsnmCSsfgov.org

.

Why I Chose to Be a Nurse
By Sarah Sanabria

One of my life goals has
always been to find a vocation, to
do something professionally that
gave me purpose and meaning.
The goal was to wake up each
morning (or most mornings) and
feel excited about the work day
that lay in front of me mother
words to not view my work as
work, butrather something that
was challenging, fulfilling and that
I loved doing. It was such a relief
when I found nursing. Being close
to finishing the masters entry year
of my journey into nursing, I am
even more excited to be well on
my way to joining the 2.6 million
nurses our country already has.
Unfortunately, the wind in my sails
is dampened from time to time

-

synapse

Millberry

when a family member or friend
asks me something along the lines
of why I am not going all the way,
why am I not becoming a doctor. I
am sure the intention of my family
and friends is not to insult me, but
rather to compliment me because
they think I am such an intelligent
person that, certainly, I could
become a physician. Why do my
loved ones (and others) see nurses
as less than physicians? Why
must we compare the professions
in a hierarchical, one is better
than the other manner? Nursing
and medicine are two distinct
professions, and our society needs
both to be made of extraordinarily
capable, competent individuals.

Union 123 W

KM an Thomas

.

may think, "professional nursing'
requires brains, education,
A nurse is not a want-to-be
judgment, fortitude, inventiveness,
physician. I am not in nursing
split-second decision-making,
school because I could not get into
medical school and therefore settled interpersonal competence, and dayafter-day determination" (Buresh
for nursing. When a patient stays
overnight in a hospital he/she does & Gordon, From Silence to Voice,
p. 229). I chose nursing for what
so because he/she needs nursing
Buresh and Gordon note it requires,
care. We need highly trained,
but also for so much more. I want
intelligent nurses to help care for
to be the person that can take the
our population in and out of the
time necessary to educate a patient
hospital. Is this not clear by the
to
fact that our country is currently in or family on what it means
have a chronic illness. I want to
a nursing shortage when we have
empower people living with chronic
2.6 million nurses nationwide,
illnesses on how they can increase
in addition to the fact that when
the quality of their lives. I want to
acute care nurse-patient ratios
develop creative ways to prevent
exceed 4 to 1 we see an increase
illness and lower individual risk of
in patient mortality? Nursing is a
developing
critical health care profession, yet
nursing
I
choosing
somehow by my
Continued on Page 4
am selling myself short.
On the contrary to what some

.
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A Poignant Look at the Garden State
reunites with many old high school
acquaintances: the druggie that
By Jake Robson
became a cop, the guy who now
digs graves, the guy who got rich
In his directorial debut, Zach
but still hangs around, etc. While
Braff, ofNBC's Scrubs fame,
other coming-home movies have
composes a quirky yet poignant
captured these relationships in a
film that goes deeper than much
more accurate manner (Grosse
of Hollywood's current fare.
Point Blank for example), the
Braff stars in the film, playing a
scenes do provide comic relief,
struggling young actor (Andrew
because every viewer has his own
Largeman) who leaves LA to
version of the characters he creates.
attend his mother's funeral in his
However, the film's most
hometown of Newark, New Jersey.
intriguingrelationship is not with a
Braff is exceptionally good at
high school buddy, but with a girl
capturing the post-college funk
he randomly meets—in a doctor's
that so much of Generation X
office of all places. Sam, played by
goes through—overmedicated,
yet
the effervescent Natalie Portman,
passionless and directionless,
is a kindred (and hilariously
uninspired to seek out something
quirky) spirit who tags along for
better. A native East Coaster,
most ofLargeman's physical and
Braff effectively characterizes
spiritual journey through his old
the differences between LA and
stomping ground and the life he
Newark, poking fun at both the
no longer knows. The rapport
fake LA "it" crowd and the overly
between Braff and Portman feels
real, small town Newark folk.
In the opening scenes, Largeman uncommonly natural, and it is not
at all contrived when they debate
(or Large as his friends call him)

Nurse

Continued from page 3

health problems. I want to look at
each patient as a person first and
through this holistic approach, I
want to mold my response to the
issues (physical, social and mental)
he/she brings to me. I want to
advocate for those who are too ill or
lacking in expertise to advocate for
themselves. I want to help people at
the end of their lives live the fullest
lives they can and help them to
reduce their suffering. I want to do
all of this and more, and I can as a
nurse.

intelligent, caring physicians just as
much as we need highly intelligent,
caring nurses. Beyond that, I want
to work in concert with physicians
to reach, educate, and help heal
patients. In the end, I believe the
most powerful thing I can say is,
if you were ill or one of your loved
ones was ill would you not want
a nurse with the intelligence and
judgmentcaring for, advocating for,
and educating you or your loved
one? Wouldn t you be glad I went
into nursing?

Sarah Sanabria is a student in the
Nursing School.

When someone asks me
why I am not going all the way by
becoming a physician I could say
a number of things. I could say
negative, unconstructive things
about the physician profession,
but the truth is we need highly
—3i
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Jake Robson is a first-year
medical student.
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to New Jersey where he is more
comfortable telling his story. The
points he drives home, including
the importance of laughing at
yourselfand the changing role of
family once you leave home, are
some of the most original in film
this year. As a director, he sticks to
his guns, refusing to cave in to the
temptation to make a mainstream,
cookie cutter movie. To be sure,
this film is not for everyone—it
doesn't try to be. But for the people
it is for (and if you're in your 20's/
mid 30's, it probably is, at least on
some level), it is a treat not to be

d
PANINOTECA

m

m

tequent customer discounts on sand-\

the typically cliche topics of love,
death, hardship and humor. Despite
forgetting to continue using her
Jersey girl accent after her first
few minutes on screen, Portman's
physical mannerisms and natural
energy make for an extremely
memorable performance.
Though the film has its flaws,
including several superfluous/
awkward scenes and the passing
over/underdevelopment of
intriguing themes and relationships,
it is a bold first effort from this
talented young director. Braff
goes to extensive lengths to retain
authorship over the film, not only
writing and directing but also
playing the lead role and producing
the soundtrack (which is fabulous,
by the way). It is exciting to see a
filmmaker who is so attached to
his content and ideas that he only
trusts himself to get across what he
has to say. He celebrates his nonHollywood style, actually moving
the film, which begins in LA, back

682 8038
-_S|r—Segafredozanettiusaoyahoo.com
W
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restaurant reviews

Thai Food Spices Up the Sunset
By Judith Hong
As my stomach started
growling, I knew it was time to
put down the books and head
out for lunch. However, I found
myself in a dilemma. I wanted
to eat somewhere close by (the
"lazyness" factor), but I wanted
something different from the
UCSF/Inner Sunset restaurants (the
"boredom" factor). Thus I followed
my roommate's advice and headed
to where the Inner and Outer
Sunset blur together into a row of
Asian restaurants and markets.
After walking around, I settled
on a small restaurant called Thai
Spice in order to satisfy my curry
craving.
My first impression of
the restaurant was that the place
desperately needed some help with
the interior decorating. Although
the San Francisco Chronicle Bay
Area Dining called it a "pleasant,
homey atmosphere," I don't think
1 would like my home to look like
that. The walls were a dirty cream
color with panels of salmon pink

lined with bright green and red.
The hanging white lanterns were
nice, but turquoise carpet with

The Seafood in Red Curry
Paste or Pad Talay made up for
the lackluster Pad Thai, with its
pink splotches just did not appeal
spicy mix of prawns, calamari,
to my eye. There were also the
scallops, fish, and zucchini. I just
occasional Thai decorations, such
made sure to avoid the whole chili
as elephant hangings and ornate
peppers that were mixed in with
statues. Of course, I was willing to bellpeppers. The dish was very
forgive the poor decor if the food
spicy, which is exactly how I like
was good.
my curry. To balance out the meat
The first part of the meal
products, I ordered the Sauteed
was the Seafood Hot & Sour Soup Mixed Vegetables. Although it
or Poh Taag, which was absolutely
was supposed to be cooked in Thai
delicious. The soup had a variety
Spice's sauce, I found it to be a
of seafood (mussels, scallops, fish,
fairly standard oyster/soy sauce
and calamari) cooked in a flavorful blend. The cabbage, baby corn,
broth containing lemongrass,
mushrooms, carrots, and broccoli
were satisfactory, but nothing too
Kifir leaves, onions, mushrooms,
cilantro, and lemon juice. The
special. I enjoyed the seasonal
mix of the citrus, spice, and
limeade with my meal, which
was perfect for the warm San
seafood was a definite delight to
my tastebuds. Because the soup
Francisco day. There was also free
was so delicious, I was slightly
Chinese tea included with the meal.
disappointed by the Pad Thai,
Overall, I was happy with my meal,
which are pan fried noodles with
because the unimpressive Pad
chicken, ground peanut, tofu, egg,
Thai and mixed vegetables were
bean sprouts, and green onion. I
compensated for by the seafood
found the noodles to be glutinous,
curry and soup.
The prices at Thai Spice
sticky, and too sweet.

are reasonable, with meat entrees

running between $7.95-$12.95 and
soups between $5.95-$9.95. They
also offer daily lunch specials for
those looking for a bargain. The
amazing thing about this small
restaurant is that they have over
200 different items on their menu,
not including drinks and desserts.
They offer a delivery menu with
free delivery if you make a $15
minimum purchase. I would
definitely be willing to try out more
food at Thai Spice, even though my
first experience contained mixed
results. Thus, if you are looking
for a wide selection of affordable
Thai food near the UCSF area,
you may want to give Thai Spice
a try. Just don't expect to get any
decorating inspiration from the
restaurant.

.

Thai Spice: Restaurant & Noodle
House
2123 Irving St. at 22nd Aye.
thaispice.citysearch.com
415-753-3347

Agent Orange's Deadly Legacy
could be held liable because they

Continued from Page 1

were government contractors,

and to their rock-solid chemical
stability. Their half-life in the body
is, on average, seven years. In the
environment, dioxins tend to bioaccumulate in the food chain. The
higher in the food chain one goes,
the higher is the concentration of

dioxins.
"It takes a good chemist to
remember the proper name of

dioxin: 2,3,7,8- tetrachlorodibenzopara-dioxin (TCDD). The name

dioxin is also used for the family of
structurally and chemically related
polychlorinated dibenzo-para-

dioxins (PCDDs), polychlorinated
dibenzofurans (PCDFs), and

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)..
Some 419 types of dioxin-related
compounds have been identified
but only about 30 of these are
considered to have significant
toxicity, with TCDD being the most
toxic."
The current case in New York is
being heard by the same judge
Jack B. Weinstein who presided
over the 1984 settlement between
the companies and the American
veterans. According to an August 8,
2004, story in the New York Times
Weinstein said in February that
he did not believe the companies

—

—

carrying out the wishes of the
Pentagon. Weinstein also has said
that although the Vietnamese suit
raises serious issues, he does not
believe that lawyers can prove that
Agent Orange is causing serious
illnesses. However, the same Times
story quoted Dr. Jeanne Mager
Stellman, a Columbia University
public health professor, as saying
that "most experts agree that Agent
Orange is one of the deadliest
substances on the planet."
This seems to be the crux of the
matter, legally speaking: Was the
spraying of Agent Orange directly
responsible for the illnesses and
birth defects that have plagued
those who came into contact with
the herbicide?
But outside of the strict rules
of the courtroom, there can be
little doubt that Agent Orange
and the other herbicides sprayed
on Vietnam have had a disastrous
effect on the health of the people.
Again, from the World Health
Organization Web site:
"Short-term exposure of humans
to high levels of dioxins may result
in skin lesions, such as chloracne
and patchy darkening of the
skin, and altered liver function.

Long-term exposure is linked to
impairment of the immune system,
the developing nervous system, the
endocrine system and reproductive
functions. Chronic exposure of
animals to dioxins has resulted
in several types of cancer. TCDD
was evaluated by International
Agency for Research on Cancer
(lARC) in 1997. Based on human
epidemiological data, dioxin was
categorized by lARC as a 'known
human carcinogen. "
Stellman of Columbia was part
of a team of scientists who studied
the effect on Vietnam of Agent
Orange and other herbicides used
by the United States during the war.
Their report, published in the April
17,2003, issue of Nature concluded
that the spraying was more
widespread than originally thought
and that levels of dioxin were much
higher than once believed. High
levels of dioxin banned in the
United States since 1979 — were
found in the ground and water of
southern Vietnam.
The number of Vietnamese
affected is staggering. The report
states "...at least 2.1 million
but perhaps as many as 4.8
million people would have been
present during the spraying."
The study points out that the war

-

ended in 1975, "yet no largescale epidemiological study of
herbicides and the health of either
the Vietnamese population or war
veterans has been carried out."
The lack of such a study has
hampered attempts to aid the
victims of Agent Orange and
other herbicides used during the
war. Lawyers for the chemical
companies say there is no proof that
Agent Orange causes any problems,
and that the lawsuit filed in New
York is baseless. The lawyer for
Dow Chemical told the New York
Times, "it is human nature to look
for something to blame."
There are few such doubts in
Vietnam, where deformed children
continue to be born to those
exposed to the spray decades ago.
The state-controlled Vietnam
Association for Victims of Agent
Orange has asked Americans to
demand compensation for those
affected. Petition drives have
been started in Vietnam to send to
President Bush, urging U.S. action.
Given the political climate in the
United States, it is highly doubtful
any of this will have any effect.
Continued on Page 6
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* In-Home Assessments & Long-Term Planning

Care Consulting & Counseling
• Expertise in older adults with memory loss
' Select tne best assisted living, dementia communities
and negotiate monthly rate; quality in home care services

* Solution-Focused Elder

'

\m
Aftk

Lic*MFT3OO45

<•:

i

Jane L. Mahakian, Ph.D., LMFT
Aging Matters, Inc
Telephone 415 242-1759
www.agingmattersinc.com mahakian@worldnet.att.net
Previous Director of UC Elder Care Services

Agent
Orange
Continued from Page 5

If the Vietnamese plaintiffs lose
the New York court case, as seems
likely (Judge Weinstein will issue
his final ruling in October, but
as mentioned above, reportedly
is leaning toward ruling for the
companies), it is difficult to see
what else can be done to help the
afflicted in that country.
Small-scale efforts such as the
Vietnam Friendship Village Project,
founded by American veterans
of the war who have returned to
Vietnam to work with the afflicted,
are but a drop in the bucket when
one considers the claim by Vietnam
that millions of people have been
affected.
An international meeting, the
Environmental Conference on
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, met
in Stockholm, Sweden, in 2002 and
called for "a large-scale effort to
address the present and continuing
impact of the war" on the people
of Southeast Asia, many of whom

were born long after the war was
over.
But it is almost impossible to see
such an effort taking place. Vietnam
is an impoverished country, without

the resources to treat the diseases
that are ravaging an estimated 3-4 million Vietnamese who were
exposed to Agent Orange.
As one Vietnamese observer
wrote:
"The World Health Organization
says there are two ways to clean
it up: bake all the soil in Vietnam
to 1,000 degrees Celsius, or
pave the country with concrete
and chemically treat what lies
beneath. There are over 80 million
Vietnamese living on that soil.
The fact is, almost nothing can be
done."
The war is over, but the tragedy
lives on.

Ed.'s note: Synapse would like to
thank Ms. Bea Eisman of San Francisco, who originally suggested this
article to us, and who provided photos and background information for
the story.

International Students
Exchange on September 23rd ,
Continued from Page 1
Services to International Students 2004 from s:3opm and 7:3opm
at Millberry Union's Golden
and Scholars Office and planted
Gate and City Lights Room. An
the seed of the International
Students Association at the
International Film Series has also
ofCalifornia-San
been planned for International
University
Education Week coming up this
Francisco. Since then the
International Students Association November. An International
has been an extremely active
Cultural Banquet is also on the
student organization. ISA
tentative agenda for next year.
new
The International Students
members act as mentors to
Association is striving to
students, arrange field trips to
accommodate all the international
local tourist attractions, outings
restaurants,
ethnic
students, to offer them an
to the city's
opportunity to play an active role
movie nights, and an annual
in campus student life and enrich
Thanksgiving dinner party.
ISA has been planning
the UCSF community with their
diverse cultures and tradition.
diligently to educate the UCSF
different
If you are interested in getting
global
community on
involved, please contact ISA at
cultures and traditions. ISA will
psQ769o@itsa.ucsf.edu.
be hosting it's first ever Welcome
International
Reception for UCSF's
Community in association with the
Services to International Students
and Scholars Office, the Post-

Doctoral Scholars Association, and
the
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WE CAN HELP

As you prepare to help change
our world, Chela Education Financing
wants the chance to make a difference
in yours. That's why we're offering you
an opportunity to win a

matters

Applications
accepted only at
chelastudentloans.org

scholarship!
Through our $75,000 Money Matters
Scholarship Program, 15 deserving
college students-both undergraduate and
graduate-will each receive a scholarship.
Will you be one of them?
For your chance at this scholarship, all you
have to do is write a short essay about how
you plan to finance your education and then
submit it online. That's it!
For complete details, visit

2001 Chela Fiivricin! Resources. Inc.

Deadline
October 26, 2004

When you want t0 make
a difference.

education matters.
when it comes to meeting
your education expenses,

money matters.
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Lounging/Entertaining

1. Did you choose this school based on an advantageous

2. Does your school rank in the "party school" top ten?
3. Do you like experimenting with new things?

male to female ratio?

YES on the previous questions, see below:
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If you answered NO, you might need a change of scenery, see below:
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Cramming

D YES □ NO
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D YES D NO

1. Does studying cut into your talking-to-people time?
2. Do you practice a discriminating highlighting technique?
3. Do you heart studying?
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above, see below:
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IKEA Economics
(Cheddar, cake, e.r.e.a.m., dead
Cool furniture costs you less money, thereby leaving you with excess cash
with
friends. And some pizza. And
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float
presidents, etc.). More cash that you can spend on an ice
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head.
After
that
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go
chicken wings. And a burrito as big as your
that saved you all that money.
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• Asset Management Service
• Consultations at UCSF and Petaluma office
• Specific and objective investment recommendations
• Expertise in UC retirement and benefit programs
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707.762.1902jkbeeson@comcast.net
www.beesonandco.com

Great Highway Inn
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•Convenient - only 10 minutes away from UCSF and Laurel Heights
*We welcome Delta insurance for UCSF Residents and Staff
•Over 20 years of personalized care to the UCSF Community at
same location
•Clean, safe, state of the art facility
•Punctual, gentle dental care by caring doctorand friendly staff
•Same day emergency visits to relief your discomfort
•We create natural looking white fillings and "no gray line" crowns
•You can have dentures that look and feel natural and without
unsightly hooks
•Gentle, comfortable ultrasonic cleanings to brighten your smile
*1 hour Zoom makeover teeth whitening

Laddas Thai Dinner House

Seaview Coffee Shop
Ocean views
Public transportation
nearby, with easy

Adjacent to Great Highway Inn
1234 Great Highway, SF
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415 665

access to Pac Bell
Shuttle Service to UCSF
Medical Center

available with one year

- 0185

FOOd -TO-GO

Free Parking for Patrons
Extended Stay & Monthly
rates
Unfurnished apartments

.

Free Delivery With

If it'sbeen more than 6 months, call us now

Minimum Purchase

lease
Phone:

415-731-6644
415 731 5309
Fax:
Toll Free 1 800 624 6644

- - - -

'■■;■

www.greathwy.com
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415-668-0526

Call for new patient bleaching special
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Synapse Welcomes all Letters to the Editor!
Please e-mail your reactions, comments, and thoughts to
synapse@itsa.ucsf.edu. fax to 502-4537, or mail to 500 Parnassus,
MUW 123, S.F., CA 94143

Pursue Your Passion!
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Adult Extension Division announces an exciting (all
semester. Choose a new class, or private lessons with
our outstanding faculty.
Topics include:
Gospel Music with Sharine Buchanan
■
Singers on Record with Steven Bailey
■ Entertainers of the
Silver Screen with Bonnie Weiss
■ Russian Operas with "Kip" Cranrur7
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on Symphony packages of 6 or more concert*.
Call today for a free brochure or visit sfsymphony.org
for complete details. A 6-concert series startsat just $90.

Applied Instrumental and
Musicianship classes
■ Private lessons and MORE!
Classes fill up quickly. Register Today!
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"students save 50%
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the future of music
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Piano Concertos with William Wellborn

Call 4i5.759.342«#f0r a cgurse
visit www.sfcm.edu.
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NOTARY RUTH MOFFATT
No Travel Fee To Parnassus
ALL NOTARY NEEDS
Medical Licensing & Exam
Notarization
(415) 564-2480
1401 7,h Aye (at Judah)
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Your Benefits For
Visiting Our Office:
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MTT conducts Stravinsky's
TheRite of Spring and Beethoven's 9th
Midori plays the Beethoven Violin Concerto
Itzhak Perlman plays Bach
Garrick Ohlsson plays Beethoven's Emperor Concerto
Joshua Bell plays Tchaikovsky
Leif Ove Andsnes plays the Rachmaninoff
Piano Concerto No. 2
call (415) 864-6000 to subscribe today!
online at sfsymphony.org
enter 7896 in the promotion code field
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