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Hospitals Emptying

Malpractice Strike Continues: Layoffs Increase
The two-week old strike by

Bay Area anesthesiologists
protesting the soaring cost of
malpractice insurance has left
local hospitals with half their
beds unfilled and up to half of
their staffs laid off.

The strike arorv after
Argonaut Insurance Company
raised its malpractice in-
surance rates by about 300 per
cent on May1.

It had spread to Santa Clara
and San Mateo Counties and
the Sacramento area by
Monday, after legislators told
anesthesiologists there was no
hope of quick legislative
reform to produce cheaper
insurance policies. Assembly
Speaker Leo T. McCarthy
(Dem.-S.F.) told doctors in
Sacramento last week that
meaningful reform might take
as long as a year to get through
the legislature.

Meanwhile, all operating
rooms in the affected hospitals
are closed to anything but
emergency surgery and
preparations are underway to
phase out several out-patient
clinics.

San Francisco hospital

directors reported that their
institutions were losing about
$500,000 a day in income. Les
Woodcock of the Hospital
Council of Northern California
warned that some hospitals
were on the verge of
bankruptcy.

Occupancy Down
Jon Ogden of the Council

reported Monday that the
Presbyterian Medical Center's
occupancy rate is down to 32
per cent and that 20 per centof

its workers had been laid off.
Other employees are working a
two to three day week, he said.

Children's Hospital had a 36
per cent occupancy rate, as of
Monday, with half of its
workers off the job. The
hospital had instituted a 30. per
cent salary decrease for
department heads and ad-
ministrators.

Marshall Hale Medical
Center (formerly Hahnemann
Hospital), St. Luke's, and St.

Francis had less than half of
their beds filled on Monday.
St. Luke's had laid off about
250 workers, and had in-
stituted a 10 per cent ad-
ministrative salary cutback. St.
Francis had reduced its work-
force by 15 per cent and cut
administrative salaries by 40
percent.

UC Hospital Crowded
UC Hospitals were not

immediately affected by the
strike, since doctors in these
hospitals are covered by
contracts with other com-
panies. By Sunday, however,
occupancy rates in wards such
as vascular surgery, or-
thopedics, and neurosurgery
were well above 100 per cent,
due to referrals from hospitals
where anesthesiologists were
striking. Occupancy in Meffit
Hospital's intensive care
nursery was up to 200 percent.

"We're taking as many
patients as we can," one of-
ficial there said, "and we're
getting to the point where we
are going to be taking only
emergency cases, too."

Doctors' Conditions
Dr. Seymour Wallace,

leader of the doctors' walkout,
proposed a stiff set of con-
ditions for a return to normal
work byanesthesiologists:
• — The governor must call a
special session of the
legislature to resolve at least
the emergency aspects of the
situation.— The temporary solution
must include a law limiting
malpractice awards in court to
$500,000 for any injured

patient, and to $100,000 by
any one insurance company, so
that creation of a statewide
insurance pool would be
necessary.

— The state must create a
"Medical Injury Compensation
Board" that would have the
power to award payments
greater than $500,000, with no
upper limit, to cover costs of
care for those patients whose
injuries required continued
and expensive care.

Brown Silent
Although these specific

demands were made to
Governor Brown as early as
May 7. he has made no
statement regarding the
feasibility of a special
legislative session or the
demands,in general. Sources
close to Brown said Tuesday,
however, that he is "con-
sidering the special session."

Wallace said the doctors'
resolve to continue the strike
was strengthened by an an-
nouncement by Travelers
Insurance Company of
Southern California last week
that it may increase its
malpractice insurance rates by
more than 500 per cent next
year "unless legislation is
designed to eliminate the root
causes of the problems."

Morrison H. Beach,
president of Travelers, said his
company supports legislation
authorizing insurance com-
panies to pool their coverage,
limiting attorney's fees, and
shortening the length of time
permitted for injured patients
to file malpractice claims.

The continuing malpractice strike has emptied wards in San
Francisco Hospitals.

Hearing Slated

Forced Sterilization and the Poor
by Jim Cone

The State Department of
Health and Welfare will hold
public hearings in San
Francisco on Monday, May 19
on proposed regulations
governing surgical sterilization
in California.

The following statement,
exerpted from an affidavit to
be filed at the hearing, con-
cerns an incident that occurred
at Moffitt Hospital, Four-
teenth Floor Obstetrics Ward
in January:

"I am a first year nursing
student at UCSF. The patient I
was assigned to was a thirty-
two year old non-English
speaking Chicano woman.
When I first saw her, in the
morning, she had been in
arrested labor for seven hours,
and was in alot of pain.

"Someone (staff or resident)
decided the baby was lying in a
transverse position, and that a
Caesarean section was in-
dicated.

Misleading Statement
"The resident came in,

examined her, and handed her
an operative permit to sign. He
explained to her in simple
Spanish that they wanted to
perform a ligation at the time
of surgery so she wouldn't have
to have any more children. The
patient was confused,
disoriented, and in a lot of
discomfort. I felt the resident's
statement was ambiguous,
misleading, and left a lot to be
desired.

"I asked him to explain the
procedure again, emphasizing
that 1) the procedure was
irreversible; 2) she could
always have it done later; 3)
they would do the Caesarean
section irregardless of whether
she signed for the sterilization
or not; and 4) no matter what

her decision, they would in-
deed help her and give her
something for her pain.

"This time, the patient
looked relieved, and stated
that she did not want to be
sterilized. The resident looked
embarrassed, as indeed, he
had been careless in his
wording. It sounded as if his
helping her were contingent
upon her signing for the tubal
ligation."

Common Scenario
Is this an isolated incident of

mere mis-communication?
Recent evidence published by
the American Civil Liberties
Union, (ACLU) the National
Health Law Program, and
Ralph Nader's Health
Research Group document the
fact that this scenario has been
repeated thousands of times in
public and teaching hospitals
in the US and Puerto Rico.

In the vast majority of cases,
however, the woman has not
had a patient-advocate to help
her defend her rights.

The scope of the problem is
reflected in the fact that nearly
two million people undergo
sterilization each year, 150,000
in federally funded programs
alone. In Puerto Rico, a 1968
study showed that 35 per cent
of the childbearing woman
population had been sterilized.

Racial Factors
A recent estimate that over

20 per cent of black American
women of child-bearing age
have been sterilized (compared
to less than 10 per cent of the
comparable white population),
suggests that both racial and
class/economic factors are
heavily involved in the high
incidence of surgical
sterilization.

Native Americans from the
Mohawk nation have charged

that the US Public Health
Service conducts irreversible
sterilization operations on
Native American mothers at
the Indian Health Service
Hospital. Claremont'.
Oklahoma without informing
them of the exact nature of the
surgeries.

In addition, the California
Coalition for the Medical
Rights of Women has charged
that women in California penal
institutions are forced to
become sterilized as a
precondition for parole.

Notorious Cases
The most notorious cases of

forced sterilization occurred in
June 1973, when two twelve-
and fourteen-year old black
sisters were sterilized •in a
federally funded clinic in
Alabama. As a result of the
public outcry over this in-
cident, HEW promulgated
regulations to govern federally
funded sterilizations for the
first time in February 1974.

These regulations were
immediately challenged by the
National Welfare Rights
Organization on the grounds
that they did not provide
adequate protection for
persons sterilized with federal
funds.

On March 15, 1974, a
federal district Court Judge
ordered HEW to draft new
regulations that would specify
the necessary requirements for
informed consent in federally
funded sterilizations and
provide protection against
coercion.

Regulations Violated
The new regulations have yet

to be effectively publicized or
enforced by HEW, according
to two studies done recently.
The first, released this January

Kirlian Photos Explore
The Biological "Fields"

by JimSeward
In recent months the press

has given much attention to
Kirlian photography, a
technique for visualizing the
"energy field" around an
object or living matter.

For the most part, interest
has been focussed on the more
sensationalistic side of Kirlian
photography (or elec-

trophotography) as an in-
triguing phenomenon in the
field ofparapsychology.

Earle Lane, a local Kirlian
photographer and author of a
new book called Elec-
trophotography, has been
exploring the applications of
Kirlian technology from a very
different viewpoint.

He stresses the need for
everyone — especially health
workers and researchers — to
expand their understanding of
biologic fields and the effect of
these fields on human tissue.

According to Lane, these

fields, which may be visualized
through Kirlian photography,
play an important role in
physical and psychological
health.. Although the first elec-
trophotographs were done in
the early years of this century,
the "Kirlian" photograph
takes its name from a Russian
couple who worked with this

method of capturing energy
fields on film in the late 19305.

The technique requires a
high voltage potential across a
photographic plate. The
subject of the photograph is
placed on the film and an
exposure is made. Standard
black and white or color film
may be used. The result is an
image of the field surrounding
the subject, whether it is a
human hand, an oak leaf, or
some other object.

Lane explains that the high
voltage field with which the

Kirlian photography reveals the energy field surrounding a
person's finger.

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 4



Grievance Hearing
The grievance hearing of

Carol Wiercinska. a second
year nursing student, has been
temporarily recessed. Wier-
cinska was abruptly dismissed
from school in February, and
charged by her instructor with
being clinically deficient.

The committee will
reconvene Sunday, May 18, to
hear the remaining witnesses,
and plans to deliberate the
following week to reach
conclusions on its recom-
mendation.

The committee met for a

total of four days over the last
several weeks from 9 a.m. to 10
p.m. Last Monday, 20 nursing
students picketed at the
beginning of the closed
hearing, charging that it was
unfair and a "Kangaroo
court."

Nursing school Dean
Marjorie Dunlap then met with
the dissenting students and,
after lengthy discussion,
arranged a meeting with the
grievance committee for the
following morning.

The dean defined the
Tuesday meeting of students
and committee as strictly fact
finding and guarded against
challenge by the students to
committee policy.AMSA Conference

The American Medical
Student Association (formerly
the Student American Medical
Association) will hold its spring
conference for Region Ten the
week-end of May 23, 24, and
25. Region Ten includes
California, Nevada, Oregon.
Washington. Alaska. Hawaii.
Arizona. New Mexico, and
Texas.

The meeting will be held at
Stanford University Medical
School. It will commence
Friday evening and run
through Sunday noon.

The main issues to be
discussed are: The problems of
minority medical students;
organization of the region;
and goal-oriented tasks in
health care. One regional
project suggested is organizing
a pamphlet describing clinical
electives at all of the western
medical schools that are
available to outside students.

For more information
contact S-245 or call Mike
Amylon at Stanford, 321-5564.
I

Financial Aid
Students who are not ap-

plying for financial aid may
now submit applications for
the Federally Insured Student
Loan for the 1975-76 academic
year. Applications are
available in the Financial Aid
Office.

Financial Aid students who
wish to apply for summer
Federally Insured Student
Loans should submit their
applications to the Financial
Aid Office immediately.

Attention graduating
students and graduate
academics!

Any student or graduate
academic leaving this campus
in June 1975 who received
financial aid, that is, student
loans on this campus, please
call Ext. 1348. Student Loan
Accounting Office, for an Exit
Interview. It is mandatory that

lan exit interview be conducted
beforeyou lea ye this campus!

Quality of
Life Lecture

On May 20, at noon in
*HSW-302. Professor Richard
A. McCormick, Ph.D. of
Georgetown University's
Center for Bioethics will speak
on "Quality of Life: Can
Ethicists Define It?" This is
the second of a two-part lecture
series.

The Committee on Arts and
Lectures and the Joint
Program in Bioethics, Health
Policy Program/UCSF/Pacific
School of Religion. Berkeley,
are co-sponsoring this lecture
series. McCormick will at-
tempt to clarify the idea of
"quality of life" for clinical
and policy decisions about
medical care.

Dr. Albert R. Jonsen.
Adjunct Associate Professor of
Bioethics and Director of the
Joint Program in Bioethics,
will introduce the speakers and
moderate the question period
following the lecture.

Research Award
Dr. John Cymerman Craig,

professor of chemistry and
pharmaceutical chemistry,
School of Pharmacy at the
University of California, San
Francisco, has been named the
eighteenth Faculty Research
Lecture at UCSF. He will
speak on "Organic and
Physical Techniques in the
Study of Biological
Mechanisms — Or, How To
Do More And More With Less
And Less," on Thursday, May
22 at 4:00 p.m. in3ol-HSE.

Sponsored by the UCSF
Academic Senate, this award is
the highest honor bestowed
each year for distinguished
research by UCSF faculty.

Farmworkers Column

Compromise Farm Bill
The United Farmworkers

Union won a significant battle
last week when the State
Senate Industrial Relations
Committee approved a
compromise farm labor bill
incorporating most of the key
provisions of the UFW-
sponsored bill, AB 1.

The farm labor bill as it
stands represents a com-
promise between three bills:
the UFW-sponsored AB 1, a
Teamster-sponsored bill
(supported by Gallo and
various growers) and a bill
sponsored by governor Brown.
The compromise bill is of-
ficially an amended version of
the Brown bill. Both the
original Brown bill and the
Teamster bill were written
without any consultation with
Farmworkers and contained
many weaknesses arid
loopholes which favored
growers.

The Brown bill, for example,
appeared to guarantee farm-
workers the right xo vote on
existing sweetheart contracts,
but it contained a gaping
loophole allowing traditionally
antagonistic rural judges to
prevent any challenge to these
contracts.

The original version of the
Brown bill also appeared to
guarantee that all workers at a
ranch would be in the same
union, but in fact it allowed for
the creation of "craft units"
which would have divided
workers into such categories as
field workers, tractor drivers,
etc., and thus perpetuate the
historical division of labor
along racial lines, with workers
of national minorities in the
lower-paid stoop labor jobs
and white workers on the
tractors.

In the amended version of
the Brown bill, a healthy dose

of farmworker experience has
been borrowed from AB 1.
Clear provision js made for
voting on existing sweetheart
contracts, and each ranch is to
be represented by a single
union. This "industrial unit"
representation has been the
hallmark of labor progress in
the past since it minimize
division among workers.

The AFL-CIO opposes the
provision for industrial unit
representation in its hunger for
at least some farm' labor
power. Further concessions to
the farmworkers in the
amended Brown bill, include
the rights to strike and to
mount secondary boycotts, as
long as the union involved has
been elected by the workers to
represent them.

If the farm labor bill is
passed with no further am-
mendments, it will not become
effective until January 1976. In
the meantime, growers may
choose to renegotiate old
contracts in order to stop
boycott pressure and in
response to the showing of
UFW strength in the farm
labor bill compromise.

Obviously, the quality of the
contracts that result, either
with or without the farm labor
law, depends ultimately on the
impact of farmworker strikes
and boycotts — happy growers
don't negotiate good contracts— and so the boycott of non-
UFW products must continue
at full strength until solid
contracts are signed., The passage of the farm
labofTb'ill in its present form
will provide a powerful tool for
the United Farmworkers, but
to use that tool effectively to
gain just wages and working
conditions, the farmworkers
and their supporters must
continue to boycott non-UFW
products and work to prove
that, in spite of grower at-
tempts to weaken or obstruct
enforcement of the bill, (as one
grower put it), "you can't kill
the eagle."
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Doctors, nurses, mod
students: the Haight-Ashbury
Free Clinic needs volunteers.
Please call 431-1714; a hectic,
friendly clinic — Doc's we
need you. Thanks!
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Hand Restaurant

Japanese Cuisine
Sukiyaki ..... $3.00
Teriyaki $2.75
Tempura $2.75
Katsu Donburi.sl.7o
Gyoza $2.00
Beef Udon ...$1.75
Curry Rice .. $1.75

408 Irving St.
Open Mon.-Fri. 1 1-9:30

and Sat.-Sun. 5-9;30

fijftj. -VMI [PAMCISCO ■• /\W^e.

:■■■■■■ ••••."•••■I" coupon ■ • ■•:

| 99C HAIRCUTS - |NFLATl°n
p
fr',?Se_r j

10% Discount On Our Already Low Prices
S COLD WAVES- from $5.95 Plus Discount TINTS-$6.95 Plus Discount 5
5 -SHAMPOO/SETS-52.28 Plus Discount Z
Z ANY OTHER BEAUTY SERVICE -Reg. Low Price Plus 10%Discount zS Adrian's Beauty College ,any tues****** -: .1555 IRVING ST. (corner ofl7th Aye.) " uA.tKJ.x'SE 1 N.8""^ 1 == 564-6256 (Student Work) HAIRCUT 99*with th.sad =

———=—|
401 IRVING STREET, SAN FRANCISCO "" fIM681-8794 u& HffiFREE DELIVERY FOR MINIMUM $5 ORDER l>1""GROGERIES-FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES

WINE AND LIQUORS
Mon-Sat 8 a.m. -11 p.m., Sun 8 a.m. -10 p.m.

Chelsea Pub

Now Serving Lunches (11:30-2:30),
Hors D'oeuvres (evenings), and

Sunday Brunches (10:30-2:00)

Soups, Salads, Sandwiches
and Entree of the Day

524 Irving Street
Phone: 681-3043

■

LOW COSTTRAVEL
Europe, Orient&So. Vnerica
TRAVELCENTER
2435Durant Avenue
Berkeley, Ca. 94704
(415)8934900

What's up?
New Gifts for the Spring
Unique Gift Ideas
712 Irving Strwt Op«n Mon-Sat 11-t,Sun 12-f.



Students raised questions
about the role of the univer-
sity's attorney in setting policy
(such as whether the hearing
should be open or closed),
about the fairness of an uneven
student/faculty ratio (in-
cluding a doctoral student who
has been an instructor here),
and about the procedure which
dictates that the committee's
final recommendation be
written in a way that separates
and labels students' and
faculty's opinions.

At the meeting's conclusion,
committee chairperson Judy
Moore and other members
promised to draft an open
letter to the campus com-
munity in order to clarify
procedural aspects and to
assure those concerned of the
fair and responsible nature of
the proceedings.

Nursing students are
planning a benefit movie and
bake sale in the near future to
aid Carol in paying her legal
fees. Persons interested in
helping should call Linda
Gattmann at564-9630.

Candidates for ASUC Office -1975-76
Co-President Internal Affairs

(Statements by other ASUC candidates will appear next week.)

When I first arrived on this
campus. I was much impressed
with the involvement of
students on this campus.
Students had made studies of
what other disadvantaged
groups had accomplished.
They had gained some respect

and influence.
But it is a difficult cycle now

and students are losing their
taste for action and par-
ticipation in events that affect
them. Recognizing the realities
of our time. I am running for
student government to place
my action and participation in
a potentially constructive body.

Initiate your expression of
participation by casting a
ballot.

As Co-President of Internal
Affairs I would be the official
representative of ASUCSF in
all campus matters. This year I
have worked on ASUC as Vice-
President of Community

Health and can see where there
is a need for a stronger, more
active student body govern-
ment. As an executive board
member of ASUC this year I
feel I have gained valuable
experience in dealing with the
administrators of UCSF and
have established a line of

communication with them that
will be helpful if elected.

This year I have been ac-
tively engaged in several
projects and meetings to make
UCSF more beneficial to
students. Some of these
projects involved working with
the Community Health
Representative to establish a
Legal Aid Service on campus
for students; actively par-
ticipating in setting up a Coffee
House on campus; the Campus
Explosion of orientation of new
students; and the Black Health
Day which educates Bay Area
students to the opportunities in
the Medical Health fields. I
would like to urge all students
to vote for me.

San Juan Garza
Dentistry 111

Anita Washington
Pharmacy II

Co-President External Affairs

Hopefully, the students will
make me their choice so that
the coming year will focus
better means of making the
ASUC your organization.

It is my intent to bring
statewide attention to the
needs of the professional
student for financial aid,
housing, childcare, and
adequate facilities for study.
As the representative of this
campus to the "outside
world," I intend to riiake the
Regents, the other
puses, the legislature, and the
special needs. The professional
student is more likely to be
married, more likely to be a
parent; spend more hours in

class, has less time to work,
and has greater expenditures
for education than any other
UC student. Our campus is the
only UC school composed
entirely of such a special in-
terest group.

I have been involved in
ASUC for three years. I was a
senator at UC Berkeley in Fall
1973, and I have sat on the
board of ASUCSF this year.
This has given me an
awareness of the issues which
confront us. I am familiar with
affirmative action legislation,
theory and practice; methods
for dealing with the ad-
ministration, and organizing
and management techniques.

I wish to bring my expertise,
ability, and drive to bear on the

Sroblems facing us. Well
isciplined and organized

ASUC officers will make your
student government into a
viable and relevant mechanism
for dealing with your
problems.

I have been serving this year
in the capacity of Vice-
President of Community
Relations. I have participated
in many committees and
projects which have been to
upgrade the social and
academic atmosphere for the
students.

Some of these projects have
involved the Pood Service
Evaluation Committee, the
committee to initiate a Coffee
House on Campus, a student
orientation program, a child

care center, and other projects
involving the student parking
situation on campus during the
day and night facilities behind
the nursing building.

I have been able to get a
better working understanding
and ways of dealing with the
UCSF administration. From
these various ac-
complishments, means of
attaining experience, and
means of bettering the student
situational U.C.

I would be able to further
represent the students, be their
voice and workingforce.

I will work with the Student
Lobby, a National organization
whose existence serves to voice,
initiate, and retain the role of
the student as a strong and
powerful unit.

MarkD. Cave-Sosa
Dentistry I

Sylvia Aldndge
Pharmacy II

ASUC
Elections

ASUC elections, which were
set to be held May 9-May 16,
have once again been post-
poned. Officers will decide at a
special board meeting to be
held today when the elections
will be held. Call the ASUC
office at 666-2010 for more
information.

Jazz Tickets
Discount tickets for the UC

Berkeley Jazz Festival, to be
held May 23, 24. and 25. may
be purchased by ASUC
students in the ASUC office in
249-MU. The $4.50 tickets are
$1 below the regular student
price and $2.00 below the
general admission price. For
more information, call 666-
-2010.

Grievance
Hearing

Continued from page 2
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Doctor Wanted: CaliforniaLicensed Physician forposition ofMedicalDirector at theHeJght-AshburyFree Medical ClinicsDrugDetoxification,Rehabilitation and AftercareProject. Salary open.Pteeae call 621-2014 or621-2015, orsendresume: 529Clayton,SanFrancleco,<m 94117.

Rental Wanted: Harvard grad
student needs apartment for
summer months only. Phone: 653-
-1047.

GROVES NURSES REGISTRY
needs R.N.s and LV.N.'s for
hospital staff relief and private
duty. Here is an opportunity to
choose your own hours and make
extra money. We pay shift dif-
ferential and weare licensed and
bonded by the State.
1714Stockton 433-5950

■ ——— a——— _^_—^^__»

: — —
Second Front

Bookstore
Specializing in used texts

in the medical
and psychological fields

211 Hugo (corner of Third)
Phone 661-8500

Hours Tues-Thurs 11-6
Fri-Sat 11-5

(closed Monday)

MIKE'S UNION 76 "fitf*
SPECIAL

Foreign and Domestic Cars
$10.99

Change Oil-Premium Oil- Install New
Oil Filter- Lubrication - Safety In-
spection - Includes Parts and Labor

Bring This Card With You For This Service
COMPLETE CAR CARE SERVICE

Air Conditioning Service

Union 76 Tires Shock absorbers Tune-up
Steelbelted Radials union 76 Brakes
40,000 mile guarantee Batteries Mufflers

Open Monday Thru Friday 7 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday 8:30 SM. - 6 p.m.

I TOMMY'S
BROILER

The House of Hamburger
(Choice Ground Beef)

Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Hours: 7 a.m.-n:OQ p.m. 716 Irving

NousfrSwap orLease: 1or2 years,starting July'75. 25min drivefromUCLA. 2bedrms, study, den,livingroom, 114baths, fantastic garden.56439UCLAextension;(213) 994-3001home.
Wanted: Volunteers for drugstudy. $250remuneration overa period ofeight weeks.Applyroom 1145HSE orring B8W061.

* Sonia *Psychic Palm andCard Readings
All Questions Answered. Advice onAll MattersPhone 681-3033



by the Health Research Group,
was based on a survey of the
nations' fifty largest teaching
hospitals.

The study revealed that fully
76 per cent of the hospitals
surveyed were in gross violation
of the federal regulations, and
33 per cent of them reported
that they had never seen, nor
were they aware of the content
of the federal sterilization
regulations.

The second study was
conducted by the ACLU from
November 1974 to February
1975. and the results were

released in March.
This survey showed that

UCSF was among the 48 of 51
responding hospitals operating
in violation of the federal
regulations stipulating a three-
day waiting period between
signing the consent statement
and performance of the
surgery, a prominent notice to
welfare recipients that other
services cannot be denied if
consent is not given, and
adequate consent procedures
to insure that the woman is
informed about the irreversible
nature of the operation.

Surgeons' Attitudes
Bernard Rosenfeld, M.D.. a

former 08/GYN resident at
L.A. County Hospital, did an
extensive investigation into the
reasons for the upsurge in
sterilizations across the
country.

Surgical teaching programs,
he said, are having increasing
difficulty finding patients
because they depend on
availability of ward or indigent
patients. With increased
thirdparty payments, the
number of such patients is

shrinking. As a result, said
Rosenfeld. residents in many
city hospitals have resorted to
more "selling" and various
forms of coercing patients into
consenting to surgery.

Rosenfeld estimated that
while he was at LA. Coun-
ty/ USC. a significant minority-
between 10per cent and 20 per
cent of the doctors "actively
pushed sterilization on women
who either did not understand
what was happening to them or
who had not been given the
facts regarding their options."

The attitudes he en-
countered included frustration
over the millions of dollars
spent to support the nation's
welfare programs, coupled
with the conviction that "the
more tubes you tie. the fewer
kids you have to support
later."

Rosenfeld also cited "the
incredible power which permits
a doctor to cavalierly subject
an indigent patient to the
personal whim of the
physician: "The doctor knows
best — what the patient
doesn't know won't hurt her."

The State Department of
Health and Welfare's public
hearing on proposed state
regulations for sterilization will
be held at 9:00a.m. on May 19
at 450 Golden Gate Avenue.
The California Coalition for
the Medical Rights of Women
urges all persons who have
observed or experienced in-
cidents of abuse relating to
sterilization (tubal ligation,
hysterectomy, or vasectomy) to
submit testimony, either in
person or in writing. Call
Eileen Stoner (285-5103) or
Patti Roberts (626-3819) for
more information.

photograph is made serves as
an amplifier for the smaller
energy field around the sub-
ject.

There is great controversy
over what the Kirlian
photograph actually depicts.
One theory advanced by Lane
is that the film represents a
flow of positive and negative
ions from the skin. In this
sense, the fields around the
body control a flow of ions
whose photographic
representation is called
"electrobioluminescence.''

Other Kirlian photographs
which run more towards the
sensationalistic end of the
spectrum include efforts to
document the extraordinary
powers of Uri Geller, who is
known for such feats as
bending metal objects by
merely concentrating on them.

The electrophotographs of
Geller's fingertips show that he
is able to transmit energy to an
inanimate object such as a
watch band and to create fields
of varying shapes upon
demand.

Lane himself is clearly
excited about some of the other
actual and potential uses of
electrophotography. Kirlian
photographs taken of various
parts of the body can be used
to track the acupuncture
points; these points, which
seem to correlate with areas of
deceased skin resistance to
electrical flow, show up as
bright flares on the film.

Speaking more directly to a
medical viewpoint, Lane
contends that the field seen on
the photograph is a possible
indicator of a person's overall
state of health. For example, it

may be possible to detect
subtle changes in an in-
dividual's field before actual
symptoms of a malady appear.

Emotional changes and
responses to stimuli such as
pain can also be recorded on
the film. Likewise, such diverse
influences as drinking alcohol,
using nitrous oxide, or
meditating all have their
characteristic effect on the
body's field. The fundamental
issue, according to Lane, is
"trying to understand ways in
which fields interact and affect
biologic processes."

The field of Kirlain
photography offers many
potential subjects for research;
but there are only 50 Kirlian
researchers in the U.S. and
only two of them have a
primary interest in the medical
field.

One of the major problems
is. of course, financial; there is
almost no governmental
support for this research and
most workers must fund their
own efforts.

Earle Lane is currently
involved in a research project
on wound healing which is
financed by the Veteran's
Administration. He is using
electrophotography techniques
as a laboratory tool in the study
of fibroblast proliferation and
of the effects which varying the
electrical field may have on the
healing process.

An advance which Lane feels
is a necessary step in the
progress of Kirlain technology
is the development of a Kirlian
microscope. At the present
time, the barrier to this ac-
complishment is financial
rather than technological.

Most useful research in
electrophotography currently is
at the qualitative rather than
the quantitative level. At the
present time, no one knows
which variables nerl to be
controlled in doing ex-
perimentation; the effects of
such diverse inputs as the
mental state of the
photographer and the different
electrical designs of the
equipment are poorly un-
derstood.

In the Soviet Union, Kirlian
photography has been given
relatively more attention and
support than in this country.
As aresult, the technology and
potentials *of elec-
trophotography are much more
advanced in the USSR.
However, the Russians are not
currently opening their
knowledge up to researchers in
other countries. Some of the
Soviet research has been aimed
at the early detection of disease
by electrophotography.

Lane stresses the need for
medical researchers to look
past the sensationalism in
Kirlian photography and to
take the technique under
serious consideration as a
means of learning more about
biological fields.

"Biological fields have more
effect on health than medical
researchers realize," says
Lane.

"What I'm interested in is
that people look at fields. After
they look at them and measure
them and have worked with
them as long as I have, then if
they tell me that they have no
effect on human biology. I'll
believe them."

Synapse Calendar
Thursday, May 15
Campus:

Family Forum: "Chinese Medicine: its
significance to family health care," Effie Poy Yew
Chow, 11 a.m., Carr Auditorium, SFGH.

Practical Philosophy Lecture, "Esthetics and the
senses,,' Chauncev D. Leake, Ph.D., 12 noon, 214 S.

Film: "The Fitzroy Climb," 7:30 p.m.. Cole
Hall, Outdoors Unlimited.
Community:

Three Films by Bergman: "Through a Glass
Darkly." "Winter Light." and "The Silence," Surf
Theater.

"Macbeth," 1948 film version with Orson
Welles, 8 p.m., Jewish Community Center, 3200
California St. $1.50 students. $2 general.
Friday, May 16
Campus:

Behavioral Sciences Seminar. "New Research on
indigenous fertility control methods," Lucile F.
Newman. 8 a.m., 332-HSE.

Cole Hall Cinema: "King of Hearts." with Alan
Bates. 7 and 9p.m.. Cole Hall.
Community:

"The Beginning of Our Victory." feature length
film about the Farah strike, 8 p.m.. Potrero Hill Jr.
High School, 655 Dc Haro St., $1.50. Child care
provided.

Sonata for Piano and Violin by Prokofiev,
Debussy and Brahms performed by Karl Goldstein
and Michael Sand, 8:30 p.m.. Unity Church, 28th
and Nevin, Richmond. $1.50 students/$2.50
general. For reservations call 234-5624.
Saturday, May 17
Campus

Beginning Kayaking, lower Stanislaus and
Mokelumne Rivers. For more information call
Carlos Cardenas. 658-0816. Outdoors Unlimited.

Lake Tahoe Mushroom Hunt, with Steve
Leonoudakis. For more information call 666-1115
or 666-2078. Outdoors Unlimited.
Community

Kirilian photography class taught by Earle Lane,
Inner Research Institute, 131 Hayes St.. S.F.. 1
p.m. (fee charged).

Kris Kristofferson and Rita Coolidge, 2. p.m.,
Greek Theater. U.C. Berkeley. $5 students/$7
general.

Sunday, May 18
Community:

Films; "The Lost World," 1925 Wallace Beery.
Bessie Love monster movie, plus censored scenes
from King Kong plus 15animated shorts; shorts at
.7 & 9:30 p.m., feature at 8:30 and 11, Intersection,
956 Union. $1.

Art Lande and Rubisa Patrol, original com-
positions and improvisations, 2 p.m., 1750 Arch
St., Berkeley. $2 students/$2.50 general.

San Francisco Museum of Art Soap Box Derby,
funky soapers by 70 artists, 11 a.m.. John McLaren
Park. free.
Monday, May 19
Campus:

Potpourri of films: "Yon Gogh," "Visit to
Picasso." and "The Critic," 12noon, 303 - HSW.
Community:

Jazz Films from the John Baker Rare Blues
Collection, 7:30 and 9:30 p.m., Great American
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, $2.50.

Two Bergman Films: "Wild Strawberries" and
"Torment." Surf Theater.

Tuesday, May 20
Campus:

CAL Lecture: "Quality of Life: Can Ethicists
Define It?" a talk by Richard McCormick, Ph.D.,
12 noon. Cole Hall.
Community

An Evening with the Berkeley Mime 8
p.m., San Francisco Museum of Art, Veteran's
Auditorium. $3.
Wednesday, May 21
Campus:

Rehabilitation Program: "Resources for
Handicapped Children and Adults," 4:30 p.m..
729-N.

Sierra Club Diving Section Meeting. 7:30 p.m.,
214-HSE. Outdoors Unlimited.
Thursday, May 22
Campus:

Film: "The Annaperna Climb," presented by
the Smilie Company, 7:30 p.m., Outdoors
Unlimited.

The Rod Rodgers Dance Company will performa suite of dance vignettesaccompanied by
songs.poemsand slidesat noon today in Mil's Steninger Gym.The performance is free.

Involuntary Sterilization Kirlian Photography: A Medical Tool?
Continued from page 1Continued from page 1
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